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Seattle  Anti-Gay  Measure  Dealt  Fatal  Blow 


By  Roger  L.  Winters 

SEATTLE  —  The  Supreme 
Court  of  Washington  State  re¬ 
jected  July  9  a  last-minute  effort  to 
keep  anti-gay  and  lesbian  Initiative 
490  (1-490)  alive.  The  measure 
sought  to  repeal  gay  and  lesbian 
rights  protections  here  and  to  bar 
gay  men  and  lesbians  from  a  wide 
range  of  jobs. 

Backers  of  1-490  had  asked  the 
high  court  to  grant  a  34-day  exten¬ 
sion  for  signature  collection,  to 
make  up  for  the  time  they  allege 
they  were  delayed  during  a  legal 
challenge  to  the  measure’s  official 
ballot  title.  The  Court  refused  the 
request,  filed  after  the  proponents 
of  1-490  conceded  they  could  gath¬ 
er  only  two-thirds  of  the  151,000 
signatures  required  to  qualify  a 
state  initiative. 

The  day  before  the  Court  ruling, 
the  “No  on  490  Committee”  held 
simultaneous  press  conferences  in 
Spokane  and  Seattle  to  claim  vic¬ 
tory.  In  Seattle,  Russ 
Brubaker,  co-chair  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  called  the  1-490  backers’ 
charges  of  “delaying  tactics”  and 
“harassment”  an  effort  “to  draw 
attention  away  from  what  really 
happened ...  the  almost  colossal 
failure  to  get  anywhere  near  the 
number  of  signatures  required  to 
qualify  490  for  the  November 
ballot.” 

Brubaker  said:  “The  propon¬ 


ents  of  Initiative  490  have  been 
sent  a  message  by  the  voters;  that 
message  is:  ‘Not  here!  Not  in  this 
place!  Not  in  Washington  State, 
you  don’t!”’  He  pointed  to  a 
“flood  of  opposition”  which 
arose  in  response  to  490,  including 
public  officials,  religious  leaders, 
rank  and  file  clergy  from  all  over 
the  state,  and  a  strong  network  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  every 
congressional  district. 

1-490  was  first  proposed  in  the 
State  Legislature  in  1986  by  ex- 
Rep.  Glenn  Dobbs  of  Chehalis. 
The  Legislature  buried  Dobbs’ 
anti-gay  measures  in  committee, 
but  Dobbs  and  others  resolved  to 
put  the  measure  on  the  November 
ballot;  indeed,  Dobbs  did  not  run 
for  re-election,  alleging  he  wanted 
to  devote  time  to  the  initiative 
campaign. 

The  proposed  initiative  would 
have  prohibited  “sexual  deviants” 
from  working  with  certain  “at  risk 
groups”  of  people.  These  included 
children,  the  disabled,  the  elderly, 
and  prisoners.  The  ballot  item 
stated  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
may  not  be  employed  or  volunteer 
with  any  “political  entity,”  in¬ 
cluding  any  agency  affiliated  with 
state  or  local  government. 

A  “sexual  deviant,”  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  initiative,  was  defined 
in  several  ways.  Those  included  a 


Doing  it  for  the  ‘ Madonna  ’ 

Men  Arrested 
for  Sodomy 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Two  weeks  af-* 
ter  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
upheld  the  legality  of  state 
sodomy  laws,  two  men  were  ar¬ 
rested  here  for  “sodomy  and 
buggery.”  The  felony  charges, 
although  later  reduced  to 
charges  of  “unnatural  and  las¬ 
civious  acts,”  could  have 
resulted  in  maximum  prison 
sentences  of  20  years.  Un¬ 
natural  and  lascivious 
behavior,  also  a  felony,  can 
result  in  a  maximum  prison 
sentence  of  five  years  and  a 
$1000  fine. 

According  to  police  reports, 
the  two  men  were  spotted  July 
10,  “committing  the  act  of 
sodomy,”  by  Monsignor  Vin¬ 
cent  Mackay  at  Saint  Cecilia’s 
Church.  The  lawyer  for  one  of 
the  defendants,  Kevin  Delehan- 
ty,  told  GCN  the  men  were 
engaging  in  anal  intercourse  in 
the  church  courtyard  near  the 
vicinity  of  a  statue  of  the 
“Madonna.”  Mackay  called 
the  police,  who  apprehended 
the  two  men  and  charged  them 
with  “sodomy  and  buggery.” 

The  two  men  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment  and  a 
spokesperson  at  St.  Cecilia’s  in¬ 
formed  GCN  that  Mackay  was 
on  vacation  this  week. 

Arresting  officer  Robert 
Baird  told  GCA  he  could  not 
comment  on  the  case  because 
“the  timing’s  not  great  in  terms 
of  the  recent  federal  court 
[sodomy]  deesion  and  [be¬ 


cause]  it  has  to  do  with  the 
Catholic  Church.” 

Following  arraignment,  one 
of  the  men,  unable  to  come  up 
with  $50  bail,  was  held  in  jail 
until  the  July  21  court  date.  The 
other  man  was  released  under 
personal  recognizance  after 
paying  $500  bail.  The  rationale 
for  the  discrepancy  in  bail 
amounts  levied  is  unclear. 

Both  men  waived  their  right 
to  a  trial  by  jury  and  were 
found  guilty  by  Judge  Charles 
Johnson  in  Boston  Municipal 
Court.  They  were  placed  on 
probation  until  October  22. 

Kevin  Cathcart  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Advocates  and  De¬ 
fenders  (GLAD)  said  he  was 
surprised  that  police  originally 
charged  the  men  with  sodomy. 
The  anti-sodomy  law  has  only 
been  used  one  other  time  in  the 
past  few  years,  at  which  time 
the  charges  were  also  lessened 
to  “unnatural  and  lascivious 
acts,”  said  Cathcart.  Sodomy, 
under  Massachusetts  law,  is 
defined  as  an  “abominable  and 
detestable  crime  against  nature 
with  mankind  or  with  a  beast.” 

Cathcart  said  he  could  not 
determine  if  the  current  case 
was  related  to  the  recent  Su¬ 
preme  Court  sodomy  decision. 
“I  can’t  tell  if  it  was 
overzealous  booking  by  police 
officers  or  whether  it  was  a  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  Supreme  Court 
decision.” 


person  who  engages  in  homosex¬ 
uality,  sado-masochism,  water 
sports,  scat,  or  bestiality;  or  who 
uses  an  object  (such  as  a  dildo)  for 
sexual  pleasure;  or  who  sexually 
“exploits  or  abuses”  a  child,  an  el¬ 
derly  person,  a  disabled  person,  or 
any  other  person  “at  risk;”  or  who 
uses  child  pornography  or  patron¬ 
izes  prostitutes;  or  who  has  com¬ 
mitted  rape. 

If  the  initiative  had  become  law, 
violation  of  it  would  have  been  a 
gross  misdemeanor. 

In  a  last-ditch  effort  to  salvage  a 
failed  campaign,  the  backers  of 
1-490  had  alleged  that  “unfair 
practices”  and  legal  challenges 
had  prevented  them  from  gather¬ 
ing  the  required  151,000-plus 
signatures.  They  complained  that 
the  Seattle  Gay  News  had  printed 
their  toll-free  number  and  had 
distributed  leaflets  to  would-be 
signers  urging  them  not  to  support 
discrimination  and  scapegoating. 
They  also  claimed  that  a  legal 
challenge  of  the  ballot  title  had 
delayed  their  effort  by  34  days. 

Opponents  of  490  had  sued  in 
Thurston  County  Court  to  have 
the  ballot  title  re-written,  claiming 
the  20-word  title  written  by  the 
State  Attorney  General  was  not  a 
fair  and  impartial  statement  of  the 
measure’s  contents.  The  Court 
modified  the  ballot  title,  but  the 
proponents  of  the  measure  ap¬ 
pealed  that  action  to  the  State 
Supreme  Court,  causing  further 
delay.  It  is  this  delay  which  the 
backers  of  490  hoped  to  use  to 
establish  an  unprecedented  exten¬ 
sion  for  signature -gathering  for  a 


state  initiative.  The  Supreme 
Court’s  rejection  killed  the 
measure  for  the  1986  electoral 
year. 

Responding  to  the  charges  of 
“unfair  campaign  practices” 
leveled  by  490’s  proponents 
against  the  Seattle  Gay  News  and 
the  No  on  490  Committee, 
Michael  Brady,  the  committee’s 
legal  counsel,  pointed  out,  “The 
committee  never  condoned  any 
unfair,  deceptive,  or  dishonest 
practices.”  Attorney  Brady  did 
file  a  motion  with  the  Supreme 
Court,  successfully  seeking  dismis¬ 
sal  of  the  signature-gathering  ex¬ 
tension  request. 

Following  the  State  Supreme 
Court’s  rejection  of  the  requested 
extension,  Brady  said:  “The  Su¬ 
preme  Court  didn’t  kill  Initiative 
490,  and  the  filing  deadlines  didn’t 
kill  it;  Initiative  490  died  because 
the  Washington  voters  didn’t  like 
it.  The  supporters  of  Initiative  490 
couldn’t  document  their  charges 
of  unfair  campaign  practices 
because  the  unfair  campaign  prac¬ 
tices  never  existed.  The  opponents 
of  Initiative  490  ran  a  clean  cam¬ 
paign  to  educate  the  voters  —  and 
the  voters  did  the  rest.” 

Attention  of  the  lesbian/gay 
community  in  Washington  now 
turns  to  the  signature-gathering  ef¬ 
fort  to  qualify  King  County  In¬ 
itiative  10,  which  would  delete  on¬ 
ly  the  “sexual  orientation”  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  County’s  Fair  Em¬ 
ployment  Ordinance  (FEO). 
“King  County  Voters  to  Retain 
Fair  Employment”  and  “People 
for  Fair  Employment,”  both 


formed  this  spring  in  response  to  a 
similar,  but  now-disqualified  re¬ 
ferendum  7  effort,  remain  ready  to 
mount  strong  efforts  to  defeat  the 
initiative  at  the  polls,  should  it 
qualify  for  a  November  4  vote. 
Now  pushing  King  County  Initia¬ 
tive  10,  the  so-called  “Concerned 
Citizens  for  King  County”  need  to 
gather  almost  32,000  valid  signat¬ 
ures  to  force  a  November  vote. 

The  Fair  Employment  Ordin¬ 
ance  covers  King  County  Govern¬ 
ment  and  employers  of  eight  or 
more  employees  in  the  unincor¬ 
porated  parts  of  King  County,  but 
it  would  be  voted  on  by  all  voters 
in  the  County,  which  includes  the 
city  of  Seattle  and  its  suburbs. 

In  1978,  voters  of  the  city  of 
Seattle  overwhelmingly  (65%)  de¬ 
feated  an  initiative  measure  which 
sought  to  delete  “sexual  orienta¬ 
tion”  from  the  City’s  anti- 
discrimination  laws.  King  County 
areas  outside  Seattle  are  tradi¬ 
tionally  more  conservative. 

The  Initiative  490  effort  was 
partly  a  reaction  to  Washington 
Governor  Booth  Gardner’s  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  barring  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  state  employment,  issued 
on  Christmas  Eve  of  1985.  In 
Washington  State,  the  city  of  Seat¬ 
tle  and  King  County  bar  such 
discrimination  in  housing  and 
employment,  the  city  of  Pullman 
bars  it  in  housing,  Clallam  County 
bars  it  in  employment,  and  recent¬ 
ly  the  city  of  Olympia  adopted  an 
employment  discrimination  ordin¬ 
ance  which  is  also  under  a  threat¬ 
ened  ballot  challenge. 


Shirt-Free  Women  Protest 
Cape’s  Female  Nudity  Ban 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 
“Pornographers  get  to  do 
anything  they  want  to  [women], 
yet  we  have  to  hide  our  own 
breasts.” 

—  Nikki  Craft 

PROVINCETOWN,  MA  —  In 
an  ongoing  challenge  to  the  Cape 
Cod  National  Seashore  regulation 
that  forces  women  to  clothe  their 


Craft  handcuffed  by 
federal  park  rangers. 


breasts,  Craft  and  co-protestor 
Michelle  Handler  rode  shirt-free 
on  horseback  here,  July  12.  The 
women  were  arrested  at  Herring 
Cove  Beach  as  other  activists  in 
other  states  also  staged  protests  as 
part  of  National  Nude  Weekend. 

The  arrest  was  Craft’s  fifth  at 
the  Cape  Cod  National  Seashore 
and  44th  for  actions  relating  to  a 
range  of  women’s  and  anti-nuclear 


issues. 

Craft  told  GCN  she  and 
Handler,  members  of  the  Cross 
Your  Heart  Support  Network, 
chose  to  ride  shirt-free  on  horses, 
wearing  only  ranger-style  pants,  as 
a  tribute  to  Lady  Godiva.  Godiva 
was  said  to  have  ridden  shirt-free 
through  the  streets  of  Coventry, 
England  to  convince  her  husband 
to  repeal  a  law  that  created  an  un¬ 
due  tax  burden. 

Despite  the  number  of  times  she 
has  been  arrested  for  going  shirt- 
free,  charges  against  Craft  on 
these  counts  have  always  been 
dropped.  Craft  believes  the  Cape 
Cod  restriction  on  women  would 
never  hold  up  in  court  and  there¬ 
fore,  consistently  argues  that 
federal  rangers  arresting  her  press 
their  cases.  At  this  point.  Craft 
plans  to  charge  the  rangers  with 


“harassment”  for  arresting  her 
frequently  without  charging  her 
with  a  crime. 

Craft,  who  is  also  active  in  Cit¬ 
izens  for  Media  Responsibility 
without  Law  and  Outlaws  for 
Social  Responsibility  describes 
herself  as  pro-sex  and  nudity,  but 
anti-pornography.  “I  have  been 
ripping  up  violent  porn  since 
1980,”  she  said.  Craft  does  sup¬ 
port  women ’s  erotica,  she  believes 
“we  have  to  move  beyond  examin¬ 
ing  erotica  —  into  more  control 
over  our  own  lives  and  sexuality.” 

According  to  Craft,  any  women 
who  have  been  harassed  or  ar¬ 
rested  on  the  National  Seashore 
for  taking  off  their  shirts  may  now 
make  use  of  free  legal  representa¬ 
tion,  by  writing  Box  300,  Truro, 
MA  02666. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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News  Notes 


last  glimpses  of  lesbian/gay  pride  ’86 


quote  of  the  week 

“You  can't  wrestle  with  a  pig  without  getting  dir¬ 
ty.’’ 

—  John  Cardinal  O’Connor,  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  New  York,  metaphorically  depicting 
the  inevitable  moral  decline  that  results  from  ex¬ 
posure  to  pornography,  July  20,  on  the  WNBC-TV pro¬ 
gram  “News  Forum,"  according  to  the  New  York 
Times.  Our  question  is  whether  he  speaks  from  ex¬ 
perience,  agrarian  or  otherwise. 


Showing  off,  Seattle  Pride,  June  29 


Seattle  pride  denied  permit  for  original 
march  route 

SEATTLE  —  Approximately  10,000  people  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  Gay/Lesbian  Pride  March  and 
Freedom  Rally  here  on  June  29,  with  over  3,000 
marchers.  The  official  theme  of  the  day  was  “Unite  to 
Fight  for  Human  Rights.” 

The  march  began  at  11th  and  Union  on  Capitol 
Hill,  rather  than  the  original  starting  point  at  the  T.T. 
Minor  School  at  18th  and  Union.  The  city  denied  a  per¬ 
mit  for  the  original  starting  point,  which  activists  say 
was  a  deliberate  move  to  confine  the  march  and  make 
it  less  visible  in  the  city.  According  to  the  Seattle  Gay 
News,  a  group  of  150  activists  insisted  on  marching 
from  the  original  site,  located  in  a  Black  area  of  Seat¬ 
tle.  They  said  beginning  the  parade  in  the  Black  com¬ 
munity  has  “traditionally  been  a  show  of  solidarity 
between  two  groups  of  people  who  know  what  it’s  like 
to  be  oppressed.” 

Over  200  organizations  and  individuals  endorsed 
the  event,  including  the  Demonstration  Project  for 
Asian  Americans,  Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense 
Fund,  Palestinian  Human  Rights  Campaign,  Tacoma 
Radical  Women,  the  Washington  Assembly  for  Cit¬ 
izens  with  Disabilities,  the  Women’s  Coalition  to  Stop 
the  Green  River  Murders  and  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee 
for  Fair  Employment  and  Open  Housing. 

—  Donna  May  James  and  Stephanie  Poggi 


santa  cruz  extravaganza 

SANTA  CRUZ,  CA  —  A  week-long  extravaganza 
of  picnics,  music,  education  and  film  marked  this  ci¬ 
ty’s  12th  annual  celebration  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride. 
Seventy-five  miles  south  of  San  Francisco,  Santa 
Cruz  has  long  had  an  active  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity,  which  turned  out  in  force  for  numerous  events 
throughout  the  week  of  June  14. 

An  all-day  forum  produced  by  the  Santa  Cruz  AIDS 
Project  started  off  the  week,  and  featured  training  in 
condom  use,  from  the  basics  (“This  is  a  condom”)  to 
the  more  advanced  (“condoms  can  be  applied  orally 
. .  .”).  Moviegoers  filled  to  overflowing  the  opening 
night  buffet  showing  of  the  film  Before  Stonewall, 
rollerskaters  took  over  the  only  skating  rink  in  town, 
and  lesbian  photographer  JEB  presented  her 
remarkable  slideshow,  “Out  of  Bounds:  A  Lesbian 
Journey.”  A  notable  addition  this  year  was  the  attrac¬ 
tive  32-page  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Reader,  featuring 
commentary  and  reviews  by  local  writers.  Nearly  all 
events  benefitted  the  AIDS  Project,  which  celebrated 
its  first  birthday  in  April. 

The  week  culminated  with  a  parade  and  rally  June 
21  that  drew  perhaps  500  people,  somewhat  fewer 
than  previous  years.  The  mood  was  dampened  a  bit  by 
gay  City  Council  member  John  Laird’s  announcement 
that  for  the  first  time,  it  appeared  certain  that  Lyndon 
LaRouche’s  AIDS  internment  initiative  would  make  it 
onto  the  statewide  ballot.  Santa  Cruz  Mayor  Michael 
Rotkin,  who  read  a  proclamation  at  the  rally,  also  took 
note  of  the  initiative,  declaring,  “This  is  fascism,  and 
people  like  LaRouche  think  that  the  gay  community  is 
an  easy  target.  But  they’ve  tried  before,  and  we’ve 
shown  them  it  isn’t  true.” 

Jazz  musicians  Jude  Friedman  and  Jennifer 
Berezan,  and  the  group  Swing  Shift,  rounded  out  the 
rally.  Those  with  stamina  remaining  packed  a  local 
hall  later  that  evening,  and  danced  on  into  the  night. 

—  Scott  Brookie 


women’s  issue  of  madness  network 
news 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  Madness  Network  News,  a 
journal  of  the  anti-psychiatry  movement,  is  seeking 
submissions  for  a  special  women’s  issue.  They  are 
seeking  articles,  graphics,  poetry,  and  fiction  relating 
to  women’s  experiences  with  survival,  psychiatry, 
and/or  prisons.  Submissions  should  be  sent  before 
October  15, 1986  to  Madness  Network  News,  P.O.  Box 
884,  Berkeley,  CA  94701. 

—  Jim  Fauntleroy 


still  watching  the  duke 

BOSTON  —  As  Governor  Dukakis  presented 
awards  July  15  to  the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
legislators,  researchers  and  mainstream  press 
reporters,  the  “Duke  Watch"  was  on  hand  once  again. 
Standing  at  the  back  of  the  Hall  of  Flags  in  the  State 
House  during  the  afternoon  ceremonies,  the  lesbian 
and  gay  protestors  carried  signs  blasting  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  anti-gay  foster  care  policy  and  demanding  both 
increased  AIDS  funding  and  “Foster  Equality.” 

The  “Duke  Watch”  has  consistently  trailed  the 
governor  for  a  year,  since  he  first  approved  the  policy 
denying  lesbians  and  gay  men  the  opportunity  to  be 
foster  parents.  The  policy  also  discriminates  against 
single  people  and  women  who  work  outside  the 
home. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


Anchorage  Pride  marchers,  June  28. 


‘warm  welcome’  for  sandra  day 


65  march  in  anchorage 

ANCHORAGE,  AK  —  Despite  a  last-minute  hitch 
in  this  year’s  march,  about  65  gay  men,  lesbians  and 
their  supporters  turned  out  in  sunny  weather  on  Satur¬ 
day,  June  28,  for  this  city’s  annual  Freedom  Day  rally 
downtown. 

Two  of  the  march’s  organizers  mistakenly 
thought  they  had  obtained  the  necessary  permits  to 
schedule  the  18-block  long  walk.  But  one  day  before 
the  scheduled  march,  Anchorage  Police  Chief  Brian 
Porter  said  his  department  received  no  such  request. 

After  some  last-minute  maneuvering,  the  permits 
were  issued,  but  not  until  after  the  local  evening 
newspaper’s  deadline.  Organizers  believe  the  hitch 
may  have  put  a  damper  on  this  year’s  turnout,  which 
was  down  slightly  from  last  year. 

Again  this  year,  Alaska  Gov.  Bill  Sheffield  and 
Anchorage  Mayor  Tony  Knowles  refused  to  sign  pro¬ 
clamations  designating  June  28  as  “Freedom  Day  for 
Human  Rights  for  Lesbians  and  Gays.”  Sheffield 
decided  to  include  the  proclamation,  without  the  “I” 
and  the  “g”  words,  in  a  general  Human  Rights  pro¬ 
clamation  July  8.  Knowles  refused  to  sign  it 
altogether. 

Knowles,  a  former  supporter  of  equal  protection 
under  the  law,  earlier  this  year  told  Out  in  the  North,  a 
local  gay/lesbian  public  affairs  radio  show,  that  he  no 
longer  supported  a  move  to  amend  local  anti- 
discrimination  ordinances  to  include  lesbians  and 
gay  men. 

—  Donald  McCartney 


300  parade  in  cincy 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  On  Saturday,  June  7,  this  ci¬ 
ty  celebrated  its  third  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Parade, 
sponsored  by  the  Greater  Cincinnati  Gay/Lesbian 
Coalition.  The  other  parades  were  in  1973  and  1985. 

Nearly  300  people  marched  through  downtown 
Cincinnati  in  a  colorful  display  of  balloon  arches,  and 
ended  at  the  rally  site  in  Fountain  Square.  As  Cincin¬ 
nati  Mayor  Charles  Luken  refused  once  again  to 
declare  a  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  or  Human  Rights  Day, 
the  sponsoring  coalition  named  Lesbian/Gay 
Academic  Union  president  Bob  McNee  mayor  for  the 
day.  McNee  read  a  ringing  proclamation  to  begin  the 
rally. 

A  drag  show  benefit  was  held  at  the  Metro  just 
after  the  rally,  followed  in  the  evening  with  a  perfor¬ 
mance  by  Alix  Dobkin  and  Geof  Morgan.  The  day  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  Midwest  Mr.  Drummer  Contest. 

—  Shane  Que  Flee 


SAN  FRANCISCO  —  “Shame,  shame,  shame,”  yell 
protesters  (bottom  photo)  of  the  Supreme  Court 
sodomy  ruling  as  Justice  Sandra  Day  O'Connor 
speaks  at  the  Hilton  Hotel,  July  17.  O’Connor  joined 
the  Court’s  majority  decision  last  month  that  states 
can  outlaw  sodomy.  According  to  Ben  Schatz,  of  the 
National  Gay  Rights  Advocates,  co-sponsor  of  the  de¬ 
monstration  along  with  Mobilization  Against  AIDS, 
the  over  4,000  demonstrators  showed  “an  incredible 
spirit  of  pride  and  anger.  This  was  not  just  a  one-time 
demonstration. This  isj  a  longterm  fight.” 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 
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The  Portland,  Oregon  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  kicks  off 
this  city’s  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  rally,  June  15. 
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Meese  Commission:  the  Porn  Police  Attack 


By  Carole  S.  Vance 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  On  July  9,  Attorney  General 
Edwin  Meese  III,  standing  before  a  12-foot  aluminum 
statue  of  a  half-naked  woman  in  the  Justice  Department 
auditorium,  accepted  the  two-volume,  1960-page  report  of 
the  Attorney  General’s  Commission  on  Pornography.  The 
final  moments  of  the  Meese  Commission  went  no  more 
smoothly  than  the  preceding  13  months.  Although  Meese 
had  not  yet  read  the  controversial  report,  available  in  draft 

News  Commentary 

form  for  more  than  a  month,  he  assured  the  press  that  “I’m 
not  concerned  about  any  censorship  being  fostered  by  this 
document.  I  can  guarantee  to  you  that  there  will  be  no  cen¬ 
sorship  ...  in  violation  of  the  First  Amendment.”  Unable 
to  answer  most  questions  about  the  report,  he  was  also 
uncertain  about  the  statue.  The  Spirit  of  Justice.  “Was  it 
obscene?,”  reporters  asked.  The  Attorney  General  wasn’t 
sure. 

The  Commission’s  report  is  less  equivocal.  It  recom¬ 
mends  vigorous  enforcement  of  current  obscenity  laws  and 
the  passage  of  wide-ranging  new  measures.  The  report  also 
calls  for  citizen  action  and  morality  groups  to  take  action 
against  non-obscene  material  which  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  law.  Following  the  detailed  suggestions  contained  in  the 
report,  community  groups  can  use  monitoring,  picketing, 
and  boycotts  to  oppose  “material  which  is  harmful,  im¬ 
moral,  or  objectionable.” 

Although  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  conservatives  can  roll 
back  two  decades  of  social  change  regarding  sexuality  and 
sexual  expression,  there  is  little  question  that  the  Meese 
Commission  report  represents  a  serious  threat  to  lesbians 
and  gay  men.  Its  recommendations  are  the  product  of 
largely  conservative  commissioners,  whose  anti-gay  com¬ 
ments  fill  the  hearing  transcripts  and  the  report  (see  The 
Commissioners  Speak).  And  the  enforcement  of  both  ex¬ 
isting  and  new  laws  will  be  supervised  by  prosecutors  and 
vice  squads  who  clearly  regard  any  sexually  explicit  depic¬ 
tion  of  homosexuality  as  beyond  the  pale: 
“pornographic,”  “deviant,”  and  “perverted.” 

The  report  endorses  a  conservative  agenda  which  is 
deeply  committed  to  obscenity  law  as  the  means  to  control 
sexually  explicit  materials.  Of  the  report’s  92  recommenda¬ 
tions,  78  deal  with  the  enforcement  of  current  laws  or  the 
passage  of  new  laws.  Of  the  remaining  items,  five  deal  with 
regulating  conduct  in  “adults  only”  pornographic  outlets, 
including  outlawing  any  “indecent”  acts  by  patrons. 

Of  greatest  concern  is  the  panel’s  recommendation 
that  “degrading”  sexually  explicit  images  be  given  high 
priority,  along  with  “violent”  depictions,  for  prosecution 
under  current  obscenity  laws.  The  panel  failed  to  provide 
clear  and  consistent  guidelines  for  what  constituted 
“degrading”  material,  though  it  is  clear  that  several  com¬ 
missioners  and  many  prosecutors  believed  any  lesbian  or 
gay  sexually  explicit  depiction  would  fall  in  this  category. 
The  word  “degrading”  proved  to  be  a  coin  of  universal 
currency,  used  by  any  and  all  witnesses  to  label  sexual 
behavior  of  which  they  disapproved.  This  recommendation 
invites  prosecutors  to  go  after  minority  sexual  com¬ 
munities,  secure  in  their  subjective  judgments  that  un¬ 
popular  or  atypical  behavior  is  degrading. 

The  panel  also  recommended  amending  the  Mann  Act 
to  make  it  gender-neutral.  At  present,  the  act  makes  it  a 
federal  offense  to  transport  “any  woman  or  girl”  for  the 
purpose  of  “prostitution  or  debauchery,  or  for  any  other 
immoral  purpose.”  If  amended,  the  act  would  cover  men 
and  boys  as  well.  The  moderate  panelists  suggestion  that 
“immoral”  be  changed  to  “illegal”  to  protect  consensual 
sexual  activity  would  presumably  not  have  the  desired  ef¬ 
fect  in  states  where  sodomy  laws  are  in  effect  —  sodomy  re¬ 
mains  illegal  and  hence  covered  by  even  the  revised  wor¬ 
ding. 

The  recommendation  that  state  and  local  prosecutors 
enforce  the  alcoholic  beverage  control  laws  that  “prohibit 
obscenity  on  licensed  premises”  calls  to  mind  the  use  of 
regulatory  statutes  to  shut  down  lesbian  and  gay  bars  in  the 
1950s  and  1960s. 

It  is  no  surprise  that  the  report  has  been  hailed  by  con¬ 
servative  and  fundamentalist  leaders  as  a  valuable  docu¬ 
ment.  It  overturns  the  findings  of  the  1970  Commission  on 
Obscenity  and  Pornography.  That  commission  found  no 
evidence  that  sexually  explicit  materials  caused  anti-social 
behavior.  The  report  recommended  the  repeal  of  laws 


agenda  and  philosophy  in  a  straightforward  way,  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  staff  flirted  with  incorporating  new  ways  to  speak 
about  pornography,  generated  by  social  science  and  anti- 
porrtography  feminism.  In  this  new  discourse,  the  “harms” 
of  pornography  would  be  proved  by  social  science.  And  an 
important  harm,  in  addition  to  immorality  and  sin,  would 
be  violence  against  women.  Unfortunately,  the  staff  could 
not  afford  to  jettison  the  conservative  language  and 
arguments,  any  more  than  they  could  right  wing  groups, 
whose  pressure  to  do  something  about  pornography  had 
caused  the  Commission  to  be  appointed  in  the  first  place. 

What  ensued  in  hearings  and  business  meetings  was  a 
crazy  quilt  of  different  discourses,  remedies,  and  symbolic 
systems.  But  the  outcome  of  the  sometimes  comic  worlds  in 
collision  scenario  was  never  in  doubt:  the  Commission 


the  home  and  the  family  and  traditional  values  growing  out 
of  the  Judeo-Christian  ethic.”  Judge  Edward  Garcia,  a  re¬ 
cent  Reagan  appointee  to  Federal  District  Court  in  Califor¬ 
nia,  had  spent  13  years  prosecuting  obscenity  cases.  Diane 
Cusack,  a  Scottsdale,  Arizona  vice-mayor,  favored  zoning 
as  a  way  to  eliminate  adult  businesses  and  urged  residents  to 
take  photos  and  license  numbers  of  patrons  entering  the 
local  adult  theater. 

Father  Bruce  Ritter,  a  Franciscan  priest,  directs  Cov¬ 
enant  House,  a  shelter  for  teenage  runaways  in  New  York’s 
Times  Square.  He  is  an  outspoken  critic  of  pornography  and 
has  supported  police  crackdowns  on  massage  parlors  and 
prostitution  in  the  area.  Attorney  Harold  (Tex)  Lezar 
helped  set  up  the  Commission  as  an  aide  to  Reagan’s  first 
Attorney  General,  William  French  Smith.  Previously,  he 


Bet  you  never  saw  sex  with  a  chicken .  The  commis¬ 
sioners  did . 


found  sexual  imagery  harmful,  because  it  promoted  sex  out¬ 
side  of  marriage  and  procreation,  thereby  weakening  the 
family  and  society. 

*  *  * 

The  Commission  was  appointed  by  the  Attorney 
General  in  May,  1985  to  “recommend  possible  initiatives 
...  in  controlling  the  production  and  distribution  of  por¬ 
nography.”  Their  investigation  was  not  intended  to  be  an 
open-minded  inquiry.  It  was  already  decided  that  por¬ 
nography  was  the  problem;  the  question  was  what  to  do 
about  it. 


had  been  a  speech-writer  for  Richard  Nixon  and  an  assistant 
to  William  Buckley.  University  of  Michigan  law  professor 
Frederick  Schauer  has  written  extensively  about  obscenity. 
He  argues  that  material  which  is  sexually  arousing  is  less  like 
speech  and  more  like  a  dildo  or  prostitution,  and  thus  ex¬ 
empt  from  First  Amendment  protection. 

The  four  panelists  with  no  public  position  on  por¬ 
nography  included:  Park  Elliott  Dietz,  a  University  of 
Virginia  psychiatrist  and  consultant  to  the  FBI  Academy, 
who  specialized  in  the  subject  of  sexual  deviations,  and  three 
women:  Deanne  Tilton,  a  social  worker  who  heads  the 


The  Commissioners  Speak 


Henry  Hudson 

“First,  it  would  appear  that  images  comprising  this 
class  (non-violent,  non-degrading  images,  “Class  III”]  may 
tend  to  encourage  and  promote  the  activity  depicted.  To  the 
extent  that  the  activity  portrayed  may  be  morally  offensive, 
its  literary  propagation  could  be  a  social  problem. .  .The 
depictions  featured  in  Category  III  material  appear  to  de- 
emphasize  the  significant  natural  bond  between  sex  and  af¬ 
fection  in  their  portrayal  of  adultery,  fornication  and 
sodomy.  Therefore,  in  the  final  analysis,  Class  III  material 
appears  to  impact  adversely  on  the  family  concept  and  its 
value  to  society.” 

report,  p.  28,  29. 

Diane  Cusack 

“For  2500  years  of  western  civilization,  human  sexuali¬ 
ty  and  its  expressions  have  been  cherished  as  a  private  act 
between  a  loving  couple  committed  to  each  other.  This  has 
created  the  strongest  unit  of  society  —  the  family.  If  our 
families  become  less  wholesome,  weaker,  and  less  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  fidelity  that  is  their  core,  our  entire  society  will 
weaken  as  well.” . 

report,  p.  35. 

Park  Elliott  Dietz 

“A  person  who  learned  about  human  sexuality  in  the 
‘adults  only’,  pornography  outlets  of  America  would  be  a 
person  who  had  never  conceived  of  a  man  and  a  woman 
marrying  or  even  falling  in  love  before  having  intercourse, 
who  had  never  conceived  of  vaginal  intercourse  with 
ejaculation  during  intromission,  and  who  had  never  con¬ 
ceived  of  procreation  as  a  purpose  of  sexual 
union. .  .Instead  such  a  person  would  be  one. .  .who  had 
learned  that  the  purpose  of  ejaculation  is  that  of  soiling  the 
mouths,  faces,  breasts,  abdomens,  backs  and  food  at  which 
it  is  always  aimed,  who  had  learned  that  body  cavities  were 
designed  for  the  insertion  of  foreign  objects,  who  had  learn- 

The  heavy  hand  of  the  Justice  Department  was  ap¬ 
parent  from  the  outset.  Meese  handpicked  the  11  commis¬ 
sioners,  who  did  not  elect  their  own  chair  or  determine 
topics  for  the  six  national  hearings.  Their  schedule  called  for 
hearings  in  Washington,  D.C.  (general);  Chicago  (law  en¬ 
forcement);  Houston  (social  science);  Los  Angeles  (produc¬ 
tion  and  distribution);  Miami  (child  pornography);  New 
York  (organized  crime).  The  Attorney  General  stated  at  the 
time  of  their  appointment  that  the  panelists  had  not  “come 
to  their  task  with  their  minds  made  up.”  But  in  fact,  seven 


Commission  spokesmen  —  and  they  will  be  men , 
since  the  disaffected  and  dissenting  female  commis¬ 
sioners  cannot  be  counted  on  to  sell  the  report  —  will 
say  they  are  not  interested  in  censoring  dirty  pictures , 

but  4  4 violent 9  9  pornography. 


restricting  adults’  access  to  pornography  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  massive  sex  education  programs.  For  conser¬ 
vatives,  the  1970  findings  were  an  irritant,  as  well  as  an 
obstacle  to  their  social  agenda  on  sex.  The  Meese  report 
repudiates  the  methodology  (too  scientific)  and  the  conclu¬ 
sions  (too  liberal)  of  its  predecessor.  It  finds  that  por¬ 
nography  causes  harm  and  declines  to  support  sex  educa¬ 
tion  programs.  The  conservative  commissioners,  in  a  ma¬ 
jority  during  the  sex  education  discussion,  disapproved  of 
the  values  taught  in  contemporary  programs. 

If  the  findings  seem  predictable,  the  panel’s  course  was 
not  trouble-free.  Rather  than  promote  the  conservative 


of  1 1  commissioners  had  already  taken  public  positions  op¬ 
posing  pornography  and  supporting  obscenity  law  as  a 
means  to  control  it. 

The  group  was  chaired  by  Henry  Hudson,  a  vigorous 
anti-vice  prosecutor  from  Arlington,  Virginia,  who  was 
commended  by  President  Reagan  for  closing  down  every 
adult  bookstore  in  his  district.  (He  was  assisted  by  Executive 
Director  Alan  Sears  who  built  an  aggressive  reputation  for 
opposing  obscenity  in  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  Office  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  a  staff  of  attorneys  and  vice  cops.) 

A  second  panelist,  James  Dobson,  heads  Focus  on  the 
Family,  an  organization  “dedicated  to  the  preservation  of 


ed  that  the  anus  was  a  genital  to  be  licked  and 
penetrated .... 

The  person  who  follows  the  patterns  of  social  behavior 
promoted  by  pornography  is  a  person  for  whom  love,  affec¬ 
tion,  marriage,  procreation,  and  responsibility  are  absolute¬ 
ly  irrelevant  to  sexual  conduct.” 

report,  p.  43-45 

James  Dobson 

“At  an  age  when  elementary  school  children  should  be 
reading  Tom  Sawyer  and  viewing  traditional  entertainment 
in  the  spirit  of  Walt  Disney,  they  are  learning  perverted  facts 
which  neither  their  minds  nor  bodies  are  equipped  to  han¬ 
dle.  It  is  my  belief,  accordingly,  that  the  behavior  of  an  en¬ 
tire  generation  of  teenagers  is  being  adversely  affected  by 
the  current  emphasis  on  premarital  sexuality  and  general 
eroticism... 

report  p.  79. 

“So-called  adult  bookstores  are  often  centers  of  disease 
and  homosexual  activity. . . .  Police  investigators  testified 
before  our  Commission  that  the  stench  is  unbearable  and 
that  the  floor  becomes  sticky  with  semen,  urine  and  saliva. 
Holes  in  the  walls  between  the  booths  are  often  provided  to 
permit  male  homosexuals  to  service  one  another.” 

report  p.  81-  82. 

Father  Bruce  Ritter 

“The  message  of  pornography  is  unmistakably  and 
undeniably  clear:  sex  bears  no  relationship  to  love  and  com¬ 
mitment,  to  fidelity  in  marriage,  that  sex  has  nothing  to  do 
with  privacy  and  modesty  and  any  necessary  and  essential 
ordering  toward  procreation.” 

report  p.  99. 

“So  much  of  the  pornography  that  is  available  in  the 
country  is  homosexual  pornography.  It  makes  a  statement 
about  the  legitimacy  of  that  kind  of  activity.” 

Scottsdale,  Ariz.  business  meeting,  2/27/86,  p.  98. 


California  Consortium  of  Child  Abuse  Councils;  Ellen 
Levine,  editor  of  Woman’s  Day  magazine;  and  Judith 
Becker,  a  Columbia  University  psychologist  known  for  her 
work  with  rapists  and  rape  victims. 

As  events  unfolded,  these  four,  joined  occasionally  by 
Schauer,  constituted  the  more  moderate  bloc.  The  role  of 
the  three  women  was  significant:  members  of  the  class  to  be 
“protected”  from  pornography,  all  exhibited  some  degree 
of  feminist  sensibility  and  frequently  resisted  the  staff’s  con¬ 
servative  agenda.  Tilton,  Becker,  and  Levine  were  frank  in 
their  criticisms  of  the  Commission’s  procedures  and  conclu¬ 
sions  in  the  introductory  essays  they  contributed  to  the 
report. 

The  panel’s  deficiencies  did  not  escape  the  notice  of  the 
media  and  constitutional  critics.  The  Commission  started 
getting  bad  press  almost  from  the  beginning.  (The  most 
comprehensive  and  trenchant  critique  is  offered  by 
American  Civil  Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  legislative  counsel 
Barry  Lynn  in  his  200-page  report.  Polluting  the  Censorship 
Debate.)1  The  most  frequent  criticisms  zeroed  in  on: 

•  The  witness  list  was  skewed  to  opponents  of  por¬ 
nography.  Fully  77  percent  of  witnesses  supported  greater 
control,  if  not  elimination,  of  sexually  explicit  material.  Of 
the  208  witnesses,  68  were  law  enforcement  officers  and 
members  of  vice  squads.  Joining  them  were  politicians, 
religious  authorities,  and  representatives  of  conservative 
groups  like  Citizens  for  Decency  through  Law,  Morality 
Media,  the  National  Federation  for  Decency,  and  Flori¬ 
dians  for  Clean  Cable.  Feminists,  both  anti-pornography 
and  anti-censorship,  testified,  but  were  vastly  outnumbered 
by  proponents  of  traditional  views  of  women  and  sex. 

Continued  on  page  6 
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Community  Voices - 


‘gay  in  prison’ 
organizes 

Dear  GCN: 

I  read  your  paper  every  week  and  enjoy  it  very 
much.  It  seems  like  every  time  I  open  the  paper  I 
read  letters  from  gay  prisoners  complaining 
about  treatment  they  go  through.  Why  do  we  let 
ourselves  be  run  over  like  this! 

For  the  past,  two  years  I’ve  been  fighting 
(literally!)  attempts  at  rape  and  isolation.  I  win 
some  and  lose  some.  When  it  comes  to  the  real 
deal,  I  put  my  purse  down  and  go  into  my  man 
bag. 

The  administration  put  me  in  “protective 
custody”  “for  your  own  safety”  they  said.  I 
didn’t  go  for  it.  I  sued  and  made  them  put  me 
back  into  the  main  population. 

We  have  to  start  getting  together  and  fighting 
for  ourselves.  Please  write  if  you  [prisoners]  need 
any  free  legal  help  or  just  moral  support. 

Not  asking  for  a  handout,  just  a  hand, 

Billy  L.  Lewis 
29949  (P-1 -yellow) 

Drawer  1328 

Los  Lunas,  NM  87031 


mel  king’s  record 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  shocked  and  dismayed  when  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus  endorsed  George 
Bachrach  as  their  candidate  of  choice  in  the  race 
for  the  8th  Congressional  District  seat.  I  am  not  a 
member  of  the  Caucus,  but  since  this  endorse¬ 
ment  carries  some  weight,  I  wish  I  had  tried  to 
convince  members  to  endorse  the  candidate  I  be¬ 
lieve  will  best  protect  my  rights  as  a  member  of 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 

In  a  world  where  our  very  rights  to  exist  are  be¬ 
ing  legislated  dgainst  —  the  right  to  bring  up 
children,  the  right  to  get  and  keep  jobs,  and  even 
the  right  to  express  our  natural  and  human  love 
for  one  another  —  we  desperately  need  people  at 
the  state  and  national  levels  who  understand  our 
needs,  who  will  faithfully  represent  us,  and  who 
will  help  us  fight  for  those  rights  and  freedoms 
that  are  being  insidiously  and  frighteningly  erod¬ 
ed  in  this  mid-  to  late-80’s  administration! 

We  in  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  community  need 
Mel  King  in  Washington. 

Mel  King  knows  how  to  use  the  system  that  ex¬ 
ists  to  fight  for  our  rights.  Please  consider  his 
work  in  our  community:  he  doesn’t  just  support 
Gay  and  Lesbian  legislation;  he  introduces  it.  For 
example,  13  years  ago,  Mel  King  co-sponsored 
the  first  Massachusetts  Gay  Rights  Legislation. 
He  has  been  an  active  opponent  of  Governor 
Dukakis’  foster  care  policy.  Mel  doesn’t  just  ap¬ 
pear  when  the  time  is  opportune  for  him.  He  has 
always  been  working  with  us,  marching  with  us, 
celebrating  with  us. 

Mel  is  not  a  fast-talking  politician.  He  is  an  in¬ 
telligent,  compassionate,  and  capable  human  be¬ 
ing  who  has  always  struggled  with  us  to  create  a 
world  where  every  individual  can  live  with  dignity 
and  self-respect. 

Mel  King  is  the  common  denominator  for  all 
peoples  —  he  knows  how  to  unite  us  in  our  needs 
and  how  to  inspire  us  to  help  one  another,  all  the 
while  celebrating  our  uniqueness.  Recently  I  at¬ 
tended  a  Mel  King  rally  in  Central  Square,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  was  struck  by  the  diversity  of  per¬ 
sonalities  thronging  the  street.  I  was  moved  by  the 
different  colors  and  styles  I  saw  there.  I  felt  an  old 
and  almost-forgotten  excitement  —  I  think  it’s 
called  hope  —  and  I  realized  that  this  man  pulls 
together  the  basics  of  human  existence  more  than 
any  other  leader  I  have  experienced  in  my  40 
years. 

The  difference  between  Mel  and  other  political 
candidates  is  that  he  teaches  people  how  to  help 
themselves  and  how  to  help  each  other.  He  is  in 
touch  with  a  vast  network  of  resources  that  we 
can  make  work  for  us.  He  doesn’t  bill  himself  as  a 
magician  who  will  solve  all  his  constituents’  pro¬ 
blems;  rather,  he  has  access  to  power  and  can  help 
people  find  their  own  personal  power  to  solve 
problems  in  this  society.  Mel  is  a  realist  with  a 
fool-proof  methodology. 

Mel  King  will  win  this  race.  He  has  98%  name 
recognition  as  opposed  to  Bachrach ’s  45%.  This 
makes  it  easier  for  Mel  to  expand  his  base,  as 
evidenced  by  100  or  more  houseparties  in  Wal¬ 
tham,  Belmont,  Arlington,  Somerville,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  Watertown  —  all  parts  of  the  district 
in  which  he  has  not  previously  run.  We  absolutely 
cannot  support  a  candidate,  like  Bachrach,  who 
supports  a  Governor,  Michael  Dukakis,  who  is 
not  our  friend  (as  he  has  demonstrated  in  his 
refusal  to  listen  to  or  talk  to  us  about  the  stance  he 
has  taken  on  foster  care,  only  the  latest  in  several 
actions  that  are  not  friendly  to  us). 

We  must  support  the  only  candidate  who  is  not 
committed  to  Governor  Dukakis;  the  only 
candidate  who  can  step  into  national  networks  he 
has  helped  build,  like  the  Rainbow  Coalition  and 
the  Black  Congressional  Caucus;  the  only  can¬ 
didate  who  makes  sense  to  all  of  us  in  these  most 
dangerous  of  times. 

Mel  King’s  record  and  his  expanding  organiza¬ 
tion  and  our  support  will  give  him  the  victory  that 
he  and  we  so  badly  need.  Mel  King  will  win; 
please  work  for  him  and  vote  for  him! 

Kathleen  Carspecken 
Boston,  MA 


kansas  prisoners 
on  strike 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  writing  for  myself  and  others.  We  have 
struck  back  against  the  system  by  refusing  to 
dwell  in  segregated  cells.  We  are  now  locked  up  in 
the  hole  [complete  isolation]  and  are  on  a  hunger 
strike  until  our  request  for  equal  treatment  [for 
gays  and  Blacks]  are  met. 

Please  keep  in  touch  and  I  will  write  as  long  as  I 
am  physically  able  to.  Ask  your  readers  to  write 
the  Warden  here  and  (he  Governor,  to  give  all 
prisoners  equal  rights:  gay.  Black,  etc. 

Sincerely  .Timothy  Goqdwin 

36147 

Box  1568 

Hutchinson,  KS  67504 


supreme  sodomy 

Dear  GCN: 

I  never  thought  the  Supreme  Court  would 
make  it  into  one  of  my  poems. 

I  never  thought  the  Supreme  Court  had 
anything  to  do  with  my  life. 

1  never  thought  the1  Supreme  Court  would 
decide  I  cannot  kiss 
my  girlfriend’s  cunt 
in  the  privacy  of  my  own  home. 

Last  night  while  I  thought 
I  was  minding  my  own  business 
I  committed  eight  felonies  in  our  bedroom. 

I  was  arrested 
by  her  beauty. 

It  was  a  trial 

to  take  in  so  much  pleasure. 

But  as  1  came  and  came  like  a  tidal  wave 
building  and  building  only  to  break 
me 

wide  open  on  the  shores  of  our  bed, 

( I  was  afraid  my  moans  would  alert  some  cop 
who  happened  to  be  cruising  by 
who  now  has  the  right 
to  rush  up  the  stairs 
bust  open  the  door 
throw  the  book  at  me 
and  haul  my  lover  and  I  off  to  jail 
for  the  dangerous  crime 
of  sodomy. 

Meanwhile 

somewhere  a  woman  is  being  beaten 
to  death  by  the  back  of  her  husband’s  hand. 
Somewhere  a  child  is  crying 
and  bleeding  alone  in  the  dark. 

Somewhere  real  crimes  are  being  committed. 
Meanwhile 

I  will  consent  to  minding  my  own  business 

the  business  of  loving  another  woman 

the  best  that  I  can; 

exposing  my  softest  places 

to  her  lips  and  tongue, 

letting  her  know  me 

letting  her  heal  me 

exploring  her  warmest  wettest  places 

with  my  fingers  and  mouth, 

as  she  lets  me  know  her 

lets  me  heal  her 

and  our  love  will  make  waves 

across  the  shores  of  our  lives 

and  the  lives  of  other  women, 

women  who  nurture  each  other 

women  who  say  yes  to  each  other 

women  who  live  and  love  together 

in  this  crazy  world 

trying  to  survive 

alive 

Leslea  Newman 
Northampton,  MA 


caveat  emptor 

Dear  GCN: 

I  recently  received  a  “Dear  Friend”  letter  from 
Glenn  M.  Turner,  the  former  Editor  and  Pub¬ 
lisher  of  Stars  magazine  announcing  that  he  is 
now  the  editor  of  a  new  publication  called  Out¬ 
come  Magazine  supposed  to  be  coming  out  in 
April  of  1986.  In  his  letter  he  asks  for  advance 
subscriptions  and  to  this  I  say  BUYER 
BEWARE. 

I  have  had  a  number  of  dealings  with  Mr. 
Turner  when  he  was  with  Stars  and  I  have  a  file  of 
correspondence  over  problems  1  had  with  him 
and  his  publications  pertaining  to  paid-in¬ 
advance  ads  that  were  printed  incorrect,  never 
printed,  paid  in  advance  copies  of  Stars  which 
were  never  sent  to  name  a  few,  which  he  never 
resolved.  Turner  is  great  on  promises,  but  a  zero 
on  delivery. 

Whether  or  not  Turner  has  reformed  and  in¬ 
tends  to  do  a  better  job  with  his  new  publication 
remains  to  be  seen,  my  suggestion  to  those  of 
your  readers  who  received  his  letter  is  not  to  sub¬ 
scribe,  nor  advertise  until  the  new  publication 
scheduled  for  April  is  out,  to  assure  that  this  is 
not  another  Glenn  Turner  come-on;  again  I  stress 
BUYER  AND  ADVERTISER  BEWARE. 
Sincerely, 

Paul  F.  Emery 
Intervale,  NH 


subtle  connections 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the  Boston 
Globe.  The  letter  refers  to  these  three  sentences 
from  a  Boston  Globe  story  ("Westfield  Case  was 
Slowed  by  Silence’’): 

“It  was  Dec.  30  and  the  TV  talk-show  host  Phil 
Donahue  was  being  his  provocative  self,  moving 
through  the  audience  questioning  the  gay  men  on 
the  stage  about  their  efforts  to  adopt  children. 
The  show  was  compelling  enough  for  most  view¬ 
ers,  but  for  one  family  in  Massachusetts  it  was 
like  a  key  to  a  locked  closet.  It  hit  the  young  man 
watching  like  a  blow  to  the  midsection,  causing 
him  to  blurt  out  what  he  had  been  keeping  tight 
inside  for  more  than  a  year.” 

To  the  Boston  Globe: 

The  story  on  the  Westfield  State  case  that  ap¬ 
peared  on  page  1  of  the  June  29  edition  of  the 
Globe  carried  a  lead  two  paragraphs  that  are 
misleading  and  which  play  on  people’s  pre¬ 
judices. 

How  much  relevance  does  the  Donahue  pro¬ 
gram  have  to  the  whole  story?  Very  little.  Yet 
uninformed  readers  will  make  a  connection  bet¬ 
ween  the  subject  of  the  Donahue  show  —  gay  men 
wanting  to  adopt  children  —  and  the  young  man’s 
plight  as  a  victim  of  sexual  assault.  And  so  the 
myth  of  the  gay  man  as  child  molester  again  rears 
its  ugly  head. 

Needless  to  say,  though,  there  is  no  real  con¬ 
nection  between  gay  parents  and  men  who  sexual¬ 
ly  assault/abuse  young  men  or  boys.  The  facts  are 
that  it  is  heterosexual  men  who  are  responsible  for 
approximately  90%  of  the  sexual  abuse  of 
children,  homosexual  men  7%,  heterosexual 
women  1.5%,  and  lesbian  women  the  remaining 
1.5%.  These  are  not  exact  percentages  of  sexual 
abuse  of  children;  like  rape,  it  is  impossible  to  get 
exact  figures  on,  but  the  general  picture  they  give 
is  correct.  Overwhelmingly,  it  is  heterosexual 
male  family  members  who  are  sexually  abusing 
children.  We  don’t,  however,  see  subtle  media  at¬ 
tempts  —  even  unconscious  ones  —  to  connect 
heterosexual  male  parents  as  a  group  with  child 
molestation  and  rape. 

I  hope  that  in  the  future  you  will  be  more  aware 
of  the  subtle  connections  and/or  assumptions 
that  careless  wording  of  stories  can  lead  to. 

Ellen  Meyers 
Cambridge,  MA 

murphy’s  lack¬ 
lustre  campaign 

Dear  GCN: 

At  the  Democratic  State  Convention  held  in 
May  in  Springfield,  delegates  were  asked  to 
choose  between  State  Senator  Gerry  D’Amico 
and  Evelyn  Murphy  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
Both  candidates  attended  the  candidates’  night 
co-sponsored  by  the  Alliance,  the  Bay  State  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Democratic  Club,  and  a  host  of 
other  organizations.  Neither  candidate  was  will¬ 
ing  to  mention  his/her  opposition  to  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  despicable  foster  care  policy  in  addressing 
the  Convention  though  both  candidates  were 
generally  supportive  of  gay /lesbian  issues. 

That  both  candidates  were  not  willing  to  be 
assertive  in  their  support  for  basic  human  justice 
is  not  surprising;  however,  Evelyn  Murphy’s 
speech  at  the  convention  was  surprising.  In  her 
speech  Murphy  said,  “I  have  a  vision  of  equality 
for  all  men  and  women,  for  all  races,  all  religions, 
and  all  ages.”  She  seems  to  have  left  out  some¬ 
one,  and  it  was  us!  Her  opponent  also  failed  to 
mention  gay/lesbian  people  in  his  speech,  but 
Murphy’s  gross  neglect  of  the  gay  community  is 
highlighted  by  her  inclusion  of  other  oppressed 
groups  besides  the  gay  community.  If  Evelyn 
Murphy  wants  to  get  real  enthusiasm  from  those 
gay  delegates  and  voters  to  whom  she  pays  lip  ser¬ 
vice,  she  must  learn  that  they  are  not  her  political 
baggage,  but  a  real  voting  block  worthy  of  rep¬ 
resentation. 

There  were  rumors  that  Murphy  had  been  at¬ 
tacked  by  conservatives  at  the  Convention  for  be¬ 
ing  “too  close  to  the  gays.”  If  this  is  true,  the 
worst  strategy  for  both  Murphy  and  the  gay 
community  is  to  try  to  distance  her  from  her  gay 
supporters.  That  would  not  only  prove  that  Mur¬ 
phy’s  actions  can  be  controlled  by  anti-gay 
reactionaries,  but  more  importantly,  it  would  in¬ 
dicate  that  support  for  gay  rights  is  something  for 
which  politicians  must  apologize  to  the  conser¬ 
vatives. 

Evelyn  Murphy  must  learn  to  include  her  sup¬ 
port  for  gay/lesbian  rights  in  every  speech  she 
makes  and  in  every  project  she  undertakes. 
Failure  to  do  so  makes  her  lack-lustre  campaign 
even  less  exciting. 

Yours  truly, 

Tony  Watson 
Boston,  MA 


GCN  prints  all  letters  to  the  editor  except 
personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  letters  sent 
elsewhere  are  only  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  letters  should  be  TYPED  and 
DOUBLESPACE!)  and  limited  to  five  typed 
pages.  Send  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Speaking  Out 


There  When  We  Need  Him 

By  Alice  Levine 


A  friend  of  mine  Luis  Valdes,  died  of  AIDS  on  June  26th.  This  was  my  first  experience 
dealing  with  AIDS  and  it  left  me  feeling  sad  and  angry.  It  also  left  me  feeling  increased 
respect  for  those  who  deal  with  the  devastation  of  AIDS  over  and  over  again.  Finally,  it  left 
me  feeling  in  awe  of  the  incredible  friends  Luis  had  made  over  the  years  and  the  way  people 
came  together  to  support  him  and  each  other. 

The  most  dramatic  example  of  the  way  this  support  system  operated  was  the  way  people 
mobilized  to  get  Luis’  mother  here  from  Cuba  so  the  two  could  see  each  other  before  he 
died.  For  those  of  you  who  didn’t  read  the  accounts  in  the  newspapers,  Luis  left  Cuba  in 
1980  and  had  not  seen  his  mother  since  that  time.  He  had  no  biological  family  here  and  he 
and  his  mother  were  very  close.  Thus,  for  more  than  a  year,  ever  since  he  knew  he  was 
seriously  sick,  Luis  had  been  trying  to  obtain  permission  for  his  mother  to  visit  him  in  the 
U.S.  After  a  year  of  paperwork,  Luis’  mother  was  denied  permission  by  the  Cuban  govern¬ 
ment  based  on  their  fear  of  her  catching  AIDS  and  bringing  it  back  to  Cuba.  Upon  hearing 
this  news,  and  recognizing  that  seeing  his  mother  was  one  of  the  things  that  Luis  most 
wanted  to  do  before  he  died,  Luis’  friends  gathered  with  him  in  his  hospital  room  to  try  to 
figure  out  what  we  could  do.  We  agreed  to  contact  public  Figures  or  anyone  we  thought 
might  have  influence  with  the  Cuban  government.  At  this  point  the  group  was  committed  to 
trying,  but  not  very  hopeful  that  we  could  get  the  decision  reversed. 

While  some  of  us  made  phone  calls  and  wrote  letters  which  brought  no  real  results. 
Luis’  friend  Jose  arranged  a  meeting  with  Mel  King.  Jose  told  Mel  that  he  had  come  to  him 
because  he  had  heard  the  speech  Mel  had  made  in  Cuba  urging  the  Cuban  government  to 
grant  full  citizenship  rights  to  gays  and  lesbians.  Mel  responded  immediately  and  with  a  level 
of  commitment  that  none  of  us  had  even  imagined.  He  got  on  the  phone  to  Luis  in  the 
hospital,  and  told  Luis  and  Jose  that  he  would  immediately  call  the  director  of  the  Cuban  In 
terests  Section  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  tell  him  that  if  the  situation  could  not  be  resolved 
from  here  that  Mel  would  personally  travel  to  Cuba  to  resolve  it.  Mel  also  said  that  if 
necessary  he  would  call  Jesse  Jackson  and  involve  him.  When  I  heard  what  Mel  was  willing 
to  do  —  for  his  mother,  and  for  all  of  us  —  I  cried.  In  the  midst  of  dealing  with  a  world  that  I 
felt  valued  all  too  little  the  lives  of  the  thousands  of  gay  men  and  others  who  were  dying  from 
AIDS,  here  was  a  community  leader  who  was  willing  to  make  the  wish  of  one  gay  man  a  top 
priority.  And  in  the  middle  of  a  hectic  campaign  schedule. 


Community  Voices 


tired  of  watching 
dynasty 

Dear  GCN: 

After  reading  Michael  Bronski’s  provocative 
“Speaking  Out”  several  weeks  ago  I  settled  back 
and  waited  for  the  responses  from  the  staff.  I 
thought  that  their  reactions  should  be  more  enter¬ 
taining  than  a  month’s  worth  of  Dynasty.  And 
wouldn’t  you  know  it  — just  when  GC/V promises 
something  exciting  it  ends  up  being  a  disappoin¬ 
ting  bore. 

Larry  Goldsmith’s  letter  seemed  no  more  than 
a  self-serving  snivel  whose  pompous  politically 
correct  tone  showed  a  lack  of  any  imagination. 
The  only  point  of  interest  was  the  tantalizing  no¬ 
tion  that  Bronski,  himself,  had  been  guilty  of  cen¬ 
sorship.  I  couldn’t  wait  till  next  week  and  see 
what  volley  would  be  returned  from  the  other  side 
of  the  court.  But  no  luck.  Instead  there  were  let¬ 
ters  from  Pam  Mitchell  and  Laurie  Sherman. 
Sherman’s  was  a  vague  defense  of  something  — 
although  she  did  hold  herself  responsible  for  that 
pointless  editorial  that  supposedly  addressed  the 
gay  conservative  piece. 

Mitchell’s  piece  was  much  better  —  at  least  she 
matched  Bronski’s  tone  and  feeling.  (And  believe 
me,  sometimes  GCN  gets  so  boring  that  you  are 
happy  for  any  tone  and  feeling.)  But  halfway- 
through  the  letter  1  stopped  with  surprise.  When 
Mitchell  gives  her  little  rundown  of  Goldsmith’s 
“supressed”  article  I  couldn’t  believe  that  this 
was  the  same  Michael  Bronski  whose  reviews  1 
have  been  reading  for  the  past  six  years.  Racist 
and  classist? 

Could  this  be  the  same  man  who  wrote  the  most 
astute  analysis  on  blacks  in  Hollywood  I  have 
ever  read.  The  same  man  who  has  written  about 
the  connections  between  soft  core  porn  and  con¬ 
sumer  capitalism.  The  same  man  who  can  write 
about  a  terrible  movie  and  explain,  at  least  to  me, 
why  and  how  it  is  a  product  of  a  corrupt  system 
which  produced  it  and  still  care  enough  to  try  to 
understand  why  it  is  so  popular. 

I  went  back  and  quickly  scanned  Bronski’s 
book  Culture  Clash  and  discovered  a  whole  chap¬ 
ter  on  the  connections  between  black  culture  and 
gay  culture;  a  chapter  on  opera  and  how  notions 
of  high  art  have  always  been  a  trap  for  gay  men 
who  think  that  they  can  assimilate;  a  chapter  on 
how  advertising  has  co-opted  gay  images  and  the 
gay  movement  and  tries  to  make  them  powerless 
for  marketing  purposes;  a  chapter  on  the  implicit 
racism  and  classism  of  much  of  gay  male  culture 
which  was  begun  in  Victorian  England.  Pretty 
radical  stuff  to  my  way  of  thinking. 

Has  Mitchell  read  Bronski 's  articles?  Has  she 
read  his  book?  If  her  description  of  Goldsmith’s 
piece  was  accurate  I  can  see  why  people  would  be 
against  printing  it  since  it  is  wrong-headed  and  in¬ 
accurate.  If  she  has  not  read  Bronski’s  writings  I 
suggest  that  she  do  so  before  defending  Gold¬ 
smith  again.  It  makes  her  look  foolish. 

So  here  I  sit  waiting  for  GCN  to  entertain  me.  I 
certainly  hope  that  the  next  controversy  is  more 
heated  and  lively  as  1  am  getting  very  tired  of 
watching  Dynasty  —  which  is  getting  worse  by  the 
week.  So  come  on  people,  give  me  a  little  excite¬ 
ment. 

Suzanne  Schor 
Cambridge,  MA 


jewish  dyke 
comedienne 

Dear  GCN: 

A  while  back  you  carried  an  article  about 
Campfest  ’86,  a  wimmin’s  music  retreat  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania  over  Memorial  Day  Weekend.  As  one  of 
the  performers  featured  there  I  was  pleased  to 
read  the  article,  however,  I  wanted  to  make  a 
slight  correction  about  myself.  The  article  listed 
me  as  ‘Keishya  Salko  a  jewish  dyke  from  New 
York.’  In  fact  I  am  a  jewish  dyke  comedienne 
from  Northampton,  Mass.,  originally  from 
N.Y.! 

In  loving  laughter  as  a  way  to  create  change 

(but  not  much  money), 

lesbian  comedienne 

lesbian  character  actress 

AND  lesbian  maid, 

Keishya  Salko 
Northampton,  MA 


an  entrapment 
scheme 

Dear  GCN: 

Your  readers  should  be  warned  that  adver¬ 
tisements  for  man-boy  love  material  which  have 
recently  appeared  in  Gay  Community  News  could 
be  part  of  an  entrapment  scheme.  (Although  run 
from  the  same  box  number  in  Torrance,  Califor¬ 
nia,  the  alleged  scheme  operates  under  different 
names.) 

The  NAMBLA  Bulletin  features  a  list  of 
similar  police  operations  that  are  running 
throughout  the  country.  The  operations  generally 
work  as  follows;  1)  a  police  or  postal  agent  places 
an  ad  for  boy-love  material  2)  after  compiling  a 
list  of  names,  the  agent(s)  asks  correspondents  to 
exchange  material  3)  if  an  exchange  occurs,  a  bust 
takes  place.  (However,  whether  or  not  an  ex¬ 
change  occurs,  police  are  eager  to  compile  lists  of 
people  interested  in  child  sexuality.) 

In  the  current  anti-sex,  reactionary  climate, 
sexual  libertarians  —  especially  boy  lovers  — 
should  live  by  a  rule  of  thumb:  Assume  that  ads 
for  boy-love  guides  and  erotica  which  appear  in 
newspapers  and  magazines  are  placed  by  very 
naive  boy-lovers  (who  are  asking  to  be  busted)  or 
police  agents.  In  a  letter  received  by  NAMBLA, 
in  response  to  one  of  these  listings,  the  advertiser 
claims  to  be  working  with  postal  agents  and  the 
FBI  to  make  sure  his  operation  is  within  the  law. 
Therefore,  this  man  is  extremely  naive  —  even 
stupid  —  or  a  police  agent.  (The  latter  is  far  more 
likely  to  be  the  case.) 

Unfortunately  many  people  are  being  ensnared 
in  these  traps.  (Congressional  hearings  have 
revealed  the  success  of  these  schemes.)  Some  of 
your  readers  have  probably  replied  to  these  ads 
and  may  have  placed  themselves  in  danger.  I 
would  advise  anyone  who  has  responded  to  these 
advertisements  to  end  all  communications  with 
these  characters  immediately. 

Robert  Nichols 
San  Francisco,  CA 


However,  in  spite  of  how  touched  I  was  by  Mel’s  commitment  and  good  intentions,  I 
lacked  faith  in  our  ability  to  actually  change  the  situation.  I  needed  to  know  that  we  had 
done  all  we  could,  but  Cuba  seemed  so  far  away  and  government  decisions  seemed  so  out  of 
reach  that  I  didn’t  believe  we’d  ever  see  Luis’  mother  in  Boston.  Further,  I’d  been  told  that 
everything  in  Cuba  takes  lots  of  time  and  I  believed  that  getting  politicians  in  the  U.S.  to  do 
anything  is  a  very  slow  process.  So  I  imagined  that  we’d  have  to  do  a  whole  lot  of  waiting. 

Fortunately  Mel  is  not  a  person  who  waits  for  things  to  happen.  During  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Pride  March,  12  days  before  Luis’  death  and  only  a  week  after  we’d  originally  con¬ 
tacted  him,  Mel  said  to  me,  “I  told  the  people  at  the  Cuban  Interests  Section  that  I  want  the 
mother  here  by  Monday.”  When  I  went  and  repeated  this  to  Luis  and  his  lover  Steve  who 
were  also  at  the  march,  we  all  laughed.  Again,  we  did  not  believe  in  our  own  power  to  change 
things  the  way  Mel  did,  and  we  were  impressed  but  taken  aback  by  Mel’s  gall  in  telling  the 
Cuban  government  not  only  what  they  should  do,  but  by  when! 

Well,  Luis’  mother  was  not  here  by  that  Monday,  but  she  was  here  by  that  Friday.  Mel 
called  Luis  or  one  of  his  friends  almost  every  day  for  2  weeks  to  update  us  —  and  toward  the 
end  he  called  more  than  10  times  a  day.  Mel  didn’t  stop  once  he  got  the  Cuban  government 
to  reverse  their  decision;  he  didn’t  rest  until  he  actually  saw  Luis  and  his  mother  embrace. 
We  had  been  told  that  even  once  Luis’  mother  had  permission,  it  would  take  two  weeks  to 
get  plane  tickets.  Again,  we  thought  —  well,  that’s  how  it  has  to  be  done.  But  Mel  pushed  us 
to  push  others  to  get  her  here  immediately.  By  Thursday  we  knew  that  Luis’  condition  was 
extremely  critical  and  that  he  could  die  at  any  moment.  Mel  called  and  said,  “We  can  get  her 
here  on  a  regular  flight  on  Saturday  or  on  a  charter  flight  —  for  $1,500  —  tomorrow.”  I 
gasped  and  said,  “$1,500?”  Mel  responded,  “Well,  we  need  to  get  her  here  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble,  don’t  we?”  He  then  got  on  the  phone  and  within  hours  raised  $860  for  the  flight. 
Although  initially  Luis’  friends  wondered  if  the  extra  money  was  worth  it  for  just  one  day’s 
difference,  we  soon  realized  that  that  one  day  might  mean  the  difference  between  Luis  see¬ 
ing  his  mother  or  not.  Actually  getting  his  mother  here  involved  many,  many  phone  calls, 
financial  contributions  (from  individuals  —  friends  and  strangers  —  and  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee),  and  cooperation  from  everyone  from  Forex  Travel  here  in  Boston  to  individual 
contacts  in  Miami  where  the  flight  from  Cuba  landed.  I  don’t  think  I’ve  ever  seen  people 
work  together  like  this  to  make  something  happen  under  such  time  pressure.  The  whole  net¬ 
work  was  inspiring.  However,  the  person  who  kept  pushing,  who  set  the  network  in  motion 
and  kept  it  moving,  was  Mel.  Mel  continually  made  us  believe  that  we  had  power,  that  we 
need  not  and  could  not  accept  denials  or  delays,  and  that  not  only  could  we  try  but  we  could 
actually  get  results.  He  didn’t  only  provide  inspiration  and  leadership,  however.  He  was  a 
worker,  too.  He  made  the  phone  calls,  he  raised  the  money,  he  showed  us  —  by  example  — 
what  we  could  do. 

I’m  writing  this  because  I  think  the  gay  and  lesbian  community  needs  to  know  that  Mel 
is  not  just  another  liberal  politician.  How  many  politicians  do  you  know  who  are  there  when 
we  need  them  —  not  just  to  say  the  right  words  and  not  just  in  public,  leaders  who  value  the 
lives  of  each  of  us  enough  that  they  will  find  time  to  give  top  priority  to  the  life  of  a  man  dy¬ 
ing  of  AIDS?  Mel  has  been  with  us  for  years  —  speaking  out  for  lesbian/gay  rights  and  mar¬ 
ching  with  us  —  long  before  ours  was  a  popular  cause  even  among  liberals. 

I’m  not  someone  who  has  been  involved  much  before  with  electoral  politics.  However  I 
believe  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  that  Mel  is  different  from  any  politician  I  ’ve  ever  seen .  I 
want  someone  in  Washington  who  will  represent  me,  represent  my  views.  But  I  don’t  want 
someone  who  will  just  vote  right.  I  want  someone  who  will  push,  who  will  make  things  hap¬ 
pen,  not  sit  back  and  wait.  Mel  talks  about  wanting  to  empower  his  constituency.  In  the 
crisis  with  Luis  I  understood  what  this  meant:  he  didn’t  just  act  alone,  he  got  us  to  act.  He 
got  us  to  believe  in  and  see  the  results  of  the  power  we  have  when  we  join  together. 

We  need  more  successes.  It  is  clearer  to  me  than  ever  that  lives  are  at  stake.  I’ve  seen 
from  personal  experience  what  kind  of  person  and  what  kind  of  leader  Mel  is.  Mel  has  been 
there  with  us  time  and  time  again.  He  doesn’t  just  speak  out  for  us,  he  acts  with  us.  We  need 
him  in  Washington. 

Alice  Levine  is  a  Boston  area  lesbian-feminist  active  in  the  Boston  Rainbow  Coalition. 
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Porn  Commission 

Continued from  page  3 


•  The  vice  cops  on  the  staff 
did  aggressive  outreach  to  recruit 
“victims  of  pornography,”  many 
of  them  —  to  judge  by  their  nar¬ 
ratives  —  born-again  Christians 
who  attributed  divorce,  pro¬ 
miscuity,  child  abuse,  and  mastur¬ 
bation  to  pornography. 

•  The  narrowly  drawn  hearing 
topics  effectively  minimized 
testimony  on  important  topics  like 
censorship,  the  First  Amendment, 
or  sexuality.  The  focus  on 
organized  crime  in  the  New  York 
hearings  was  initially  used  to  deter 
many  local  cultural  and  writers’ 
groups  from  testifying.  What, 
after  all,  did  they  have  to  con¬ 
tribute  about  organized  crime? 
When  one  half-day  was  exempted 
from  the  crime  focus,  it  was 
renamed  “ethical,  moral,  and 
cultural  aspects,”  so  cultural 
groups  were  balanced  by  the 
Church  of  the  Latter  Day  Saints 
and  the  Cumberland  Missionary 
Society. 

•  Witnesses  were  treated 
unevenly.  Virtually  any  claim 
made  by  an  opponent  of  por¬ 
nography  was  accepted  as  true. 
The  most  graphic  example  of  dif¬ 
ferential  treatment  was  the  con¬ 
trast  between  former  Playboy 
Playmate,  Micki  Garcia,  and 
former  Penthouse  Pet  of  the  Year, 
Dottie  Meyer.  Garcia  accused 


Playboy  of  drug-dealing,  murder, 
rape  and  other  crimes.  No  effort 
was  made  to  question  the  witness 
or  obtain  evidence  supporting 
these  serious  allegations.  Meyer, 
on  the  other  hand,  testified  that 
her  experiences  with  Penthouse 
were  beneficial  to  her  career.  One 
commissioner,  later  a  noisy  oppo¬ 
nent  of  the  “degradation  of 
women,”  whipped  out  a  years-old 
centerfold  and  grilled  her  on  her 
sex  life:  “Do  you  like  having  sex  in 
a  car?”  “Do  you  have  a  personal 
collection  of  vibrators?”  It  was  the 
familiar  turf  of  the  rape  trial, 
where  any  women  could  be 
discredited  by  making  her  talk 
about  sex. 

•  Arbitrary  procedures 
resulted  in  two  separate  legal  ac¬ 
tions  against  the  Commission,  The 
first  suit,  brought  by  the  ACLU 
when  the  Commission  abruptly 
withheld  public  documents,  was 
settled  out  of  court  when  the  staff 
agreed  to  comply  with  sunshine,  or 
disclosure,  laws.  The  second, 
brought  by  Playboy  and  Pen¬ 
thouse,  resulted  in  a  stinging 
judicial  rebuke  to  the  Commis¬ 
sion’s  staff,  which  had  threatened 
to  name  major  corporations  (for 
example.  Time,  Inc.;  CBS; 
Southland  Corp.)  as  “identified 
distributors”  of  pornography  in 
its  final  report.  The  allegations 


were,  in  fact,  made  by  anti¬ 
pornography  zealot,  Rev.  Donald 
Wildmon,  executive,  director  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Decen¬ 
cy.  The  staff  was  forbidden  to 
publish  corporate  names  in  the 
report  and  was  ordered  to  write  to 
affected  companies,  making  clear 
that  no  blacklist  was  threatened. 

*  *  * 

Beyond  questionable  pro¬ 
cedures,  the  panel’s  hearings  and 
work  sessions  were  enlivened  by 
zany  witnesses  and  a  prurient 
preoccupation  with  sex.  As  in 
previous  inquisitions,  vast 
amounts  of  the  offending  material 
had  to  be  inspected,  so  it  could  be 
thoroughly  condemned.  The 
relentless  devotion  of  the  male 
staff  to  viewing  and  cataloguing 
pornography  unfortunately 


undermined  one  of  their  major 
contentions:  exposure  to  por¬ 
nography  leads  to  violent  crime. 
Were  that  the  case,  staffers  —  who 
saw  more  pornography  in  a  week 
than  the  average  man  would  see  in 
his  lifetime  —  would  have  turned 
into  psychopathic  rapists.  The  on¬ 
ly  psychopathy  noticed,  however, 
was  an  obsessive  interest  in  slide 
shows.  The  images  offered  leaned 
to  the  sensational:  not  much 
heterosexual  copulation  here,  but 
plenty  of  gay  sex,  S/M  (male 
dominant,  female  submissive 
variety),  and  bestiality.  Bet  you 
never  saw  sex  with  a  chicken.  The 
commissioners  did. 

The  commissioners  were  also 
treated  to  police  descriptions  of 
adult  bookstores  (“sexual  activity 
in  the  booths  involves  mostly 


males  participating  in  sexual  ac¬ 
tivities  with  one  another”; 
“. .  .the  floor  and  walls  are  often 
wet  and  sticky  with  liquid  or 
viscous  substances,  including 
semen,  urine,  feces,  used  pro¬ 
phylactics  . . .  The  soles  of  a 
patron’s  shoes  may  stick  to  certain 
areas  of  the  floor.”)  In  Houston, 
the  vice  squad  organized  a  Field 
trip  to  local  pom  palaces,  pro¬ 
viding  commissioners  with 
quarters  to  see  the  film  loops  and 
opening  doors  to  booths,  even¬ 
tually  revealing  two  men  having 
sex.  Should  they  arrest  them?,  the 
vice  cops  pondered.  Instead,  they 
ordered  the  panicked  couple  to 
retreat  to  their  booth  and  await  the 
panelists’  departure  before  ventur¬ 
ing  out  again. 

Commissioners  heard 

testimony  about  confiscated  “rub¬ 
ber  goods”  in  Houston:  27,000 
dildos,  to  be  precise,  stacked  up  in 
a  police  storeroom.  They  con¬ 
sidered  a  vibrator  bill,  which 
would  ban  as  obscene  “any  device 
designed  or  marketed  as  useful 
primarily  for  the  stimulation  of 
human  genital  organs.”  What  was 
the  harm  in  vibrators?,  moderate 
women  commissioners  asked.  The 
male  staff  didn’t  miss  a  beat:  some 
were  poorly  made  and  elec¬ 
trocuted  people. 

The  Final  report  faithfully 
reflects  the  sensational  at¬ 
mosphere  of  the  hearings:  vast 
pages  are  given  over  to  examples 
of  pornography  for  the  reader’s 
edification.  The  report  lists  in 
alphabetical  order  the  titles  of 
materials  found  in  16  adult 
bookstores  in  six  cities:  2370  films, 
725  books,  and  2325  magazine 
titles  beginning  with  a  A  Cock  Bet¬ 
ween  Friends  and  ending  with  69 
Lesbians  Munching.  The 
magazines  include  Advocate,  Ad¬ 
vocate  Men,  Blueboy,  Honcho, 
and  Mandate.  Particularly  im¬ 
pressive  among  all  the  book  titles 
was  Horny  Holy  Roller  Family. 

Much  of  the  witness 
testimony,  including  “victims”  of 
pornography,  was  clearly 
homophobic.  Pornography  caus¬ 
ed  youthful  experimentation  with 
same-sex  relations,  which 
righteous  Christians  reject.  A 
divorced  woman  blamed  por¬ 
nography  for  her  ex-husband’s 
anonymous  sex  with  women  and 
men.  Worried  that  he  had  AIDS, 
she  left  him  before  he  could 
“molest”  their  daughter.  A 
middle-aged  corporate  executive 
chronicled  his  bouts  with  mastur¬ 
bation.  Thank  God  he  had  never 
done  anything  “perverted”:  he 
would  have  killed  himself  first,  he 
said.  The  focus  on  child  por¬ 
nography  threatened  to  revive  the 
1950’s  villain  who  preyed  on 
children:  the  gay  man.  Suddenly, 
the  major  sexual  abusers  of 
children  were  no  longer  heterosex¬ 
ual  male  relatives  in  the  home,  but 
shadowy  pedophiles  and  child  por- 

nographers  lurking  outside. 

*  *  * 

After  one  year  and  $500,000, 
the  Commission  remained  unable 
to  define  pornography.  Instead, 
they  offered  a  novel  taxonomy  of 
pornography  which  drew  heavily 
on  feminist  anti-pornography 
vocabulary.  Sexually  explicit  im¬ 
ages,  the  panel  decided,  could  be 
divided  into  four  classes:  violent 
(I);  not  violent,  but  degrading  (II); 

Continued  on  page  12 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one.  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car.  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
267  0300 


TEN  PERCENT 

cFutiiruE 


WORDS  AND  1  MUSIC  BY 

TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 


at  lut 

GIFFORD  NOISE  CABARET 

PROVINCETOWN 

JUNE  27— SEPTEMBER  I 

NIGHTLY  at  i:00  PM 
(except  Tuesdays) 


Reservations:  487-0688 


-BOSTON'S  SMASH  HIT  MUSICAL-1 


Hosting  its  third  meeting  in  as  many  months,  the  46-member 
Boston  chapter  of  Girth  and  Mirth,  a  social  group  of  fat  gay  men  and 
their  admirers,  enjoyed  a  potluck  supper  at  the  Hill  House  in  Boston 
on  Friday,  July  11.  Pictured  above  are  members  of  the  group’s  Steer¬ 
ing  Committee:  (1-r)  Louis  St.  Aupin,  Bob  Yolte,  Lenny  Federico, 
Neil  Byrnes,  Dave  Barnes  and  Reed  Wilgoren.  (One  member  asked  to 
be  cropped  from  this  photo.) 

Wilgoren,  a  founding  member  in  1976  of  the  initial  Girth  and 
Mirth  in  San  Francisco,  returned  to  his  home  state  this  year  and 
promptly  started  advertising  for  men  who  might  want  to  organize  a 
Girth  and  Mirth  in  Boston.  Men  of  various  sizes,  races,  ages  and 
social  and  religious  backgrounds  have  responded  to  the  group’s  for¬ 
mation. 

The  National  Association  of  Big  Men’s  Clubs,  including  ten 
groups  around  the  country  and  2  in  Europe,  will  hold  its  national  con¬ 
vention  in  San  Francisco  during  Labor  Day  weekend.  The  Boston 
Group’s  next  event  will  be  a  barbecue  on  August  16.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  Reed  at  566-6530. 

—  Loie  Hayes 


H  A  1 

R  S  A 

l.  O 

N 

309  Shawmut  Ave 

Boston.  MA  02118 

338  5356 

CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search _ 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 

Boston  Danvers  Cambridge 

bchoyior  45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St.  51  Brattle  St 

associates  262-9166  774-0142 

nr.  Arlington  T 
Specializing  in  short-term  problem-tocused  therapy 
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Honest  Parody ,  not  False  Impersonation 


Drag  “Syncs”  to  the  Ideals  of  Femininity 


By  Siong-hual  Chua 

In  these  confusing  and  demand¬ 
ing  times  of  ambiguous  gender 
roles  when  men  clamor  towards 
sensitivity  and  women  are  to  be 
assertive  while  keeping  their  essen¬ 
tial  femininity,  the  only  haven 
from  this  blurring  criss-cross  of 
yin  and  yang  lies  in  the  realm  of 
drag.  Here  men  will  always  be 
queens  —  those  fabled  reproduc¬ 
tions  of  celluloid  femaleness  — 
bold  and  brash,  proud  yet  demure, 
vulnerablity  and  need  peeking  out 
beneath  the  grand  sweep  of  pan¬ 
cake  and  bouffant. 

The  Miss  Gay  New  En¬ 
gland/Continental  U.S.A.  contest 
held  July  10  at  the  Haymarket  bar 
in  downtown  Boston  boasted  10 
competitors  each  in  4  different 
outfits  —  one  for  each  set:  the 
Presentation  of  the  Colors,  Swim 


queens  have  a  discerning  eye  for 
those  exaggerated  effects  —  the 
outlandish  upswept  hairdo,  the  su¬ 
per  mammaries,  the  torn-down- 
the-front  vulnerability  —  that  end 
up  parodying  True  Womanhood. 
Drag  queens  see  these  distancing 
camp  qualities  in  the  stars  they  im¬ 
personate  and  celebrate  the  origin¬ 
al  parody  with  their  own,  albeit  af¬ 
fectionate,  parodies.  In  this  they 
are  far  superior  in  taste  and  hones¬ 
ty  to  the  many  Americans,  in¬ 
cluding  the  sycophantic  media, 
who  daily  applaud  the  charisma 
and  coherence  of  the  mouldy 
B-actor  whose  daily  attempts  at 
strength  and  leadership  fail  glar¬ 
ingly  even  as  parody.  (Only  today 
[July  14,  1986]  a  totally  irrelevant 
photograph  in  the  Boston  Globe 
remarked  on  how  a  downpour  had 


_ _  w*  '  1  W 

Joanna  Jones  does  her  bit  for  the  boys  over  here  as  a  Betty  Grable 
pin-up  look-a-like. 


held  together  by  mere  thongs. 
Joanna  James  delighted  the  crowd 
appearing  as  a  ’40s  Betty  Grable 
pinup  —  the  standard  jerk-off 
standby  of  many  a  World  War  II- 
weary  sailor. 

The  highlight  of  the  evening 
however  was  the  talent  set  —  60 °7« 
of  the  points.  Here  the  celebrated 
women  of  drag  were  brought 
forth.  Roni  Evans  was  all  blonde, 
wide-eyed  Carol  Channing  mouth¬ 
ing  “Hello  Dolly.”  Sheila  Brookes 
in  spiked  ’do  and  flowing  lounge 
wear,  a  la  African  robes,  synched 
expertly  to  an  overwrought  Patti 
Labelle  screecher,  while  an  over¬ 
wrought  Cheryl  Lynn  wailed  the 
Jennifer  Holliday  tour-de-force 
from  Dream  Girls.  The  stunning 
Sheika  Mondale,  in  a  striped  cape 
ragged  at  the  edges,  stalked  the 
stage  to  the  ragged,  breathy 
“Eaten  Alive”  —  the  hunter  get¬ 
ting  caught  by  the  game.  Joanna 
James  was  retro  Barbra  in  pant¬ 
suit  and  hair  swept  across  one 
cross-eye  doing  “Don’t  Let  it  Rain 
on  My  Parade.” 

Drag  celebrates  impersonation 
for  its  own  sake  —  the  art  of  men 
becoming  fabulous  women,  the 
talent  of  lips  moving  to  recorded 
sound.  This  flies  against  the  cur¬ 
rent  convention  of  trying  to  pass 
off  impersonation  as  the  real 
thing,  of  reading  cue-cards  and 
prepared  speeches  as  “great 
communication”  and  national 
leadership.  In  this  it  is  essentially 
honest  and  therefore  refreshing  — 
the  difference  between  the  disarm¬ 
ing  directness  of  hard-core  porn 
and  the  underhanded  sug¬ 
gestiveness  of  legit  soft-drink  and 
designer  jean  commercials. 

The  audience,  thank  goodness, 
did  not  seem  content  to  be  mere 
consumers  of  art  and  artifice. 
Many  lip-synched  along  with  equal 
emotion  to  the  torchers.  Everyone 
wants  to  be  a  star,  especially  one  in 
drag.  In  fact  who  wants  to  be  a  star 
when  you  can  be  several  in  one. 
night? 

The  winner  of  the  competition 
was  Miss  Collette  of  Boston, 
followed  by  Sheika  Mondale, 
Sheila  Brooks,  Joanna  James  and 
Roni  Evans.  The  winner  receives  a 
$500  cash  prize  and  goes  on  to 
Chicago  for  the  Miss  Continental 
U.S.A.  competition. 

©  1986  Siong-huat  Chua 


Wear,  Evening  Wear  and  Talent. 
The  final  Presentation  of  Awards 
saw  yet  another  change  of  costume 
which  gave  a  breathtaking  total  of 
50  re-creations  of  Womanhood  in 
under  4  hours,  not  bad  given  that 
the  original  allegedly  took  7  days 
and  she  came  without  clothes. 

The  “role  models”  for  drag  are 
enduring  if  predictable.  The  im¬ 
ages  come  from  Broadway,  Holly¬ 
wood  and,  perhaps  nowadays, 
MTV,  mirroring  the  national 
fascination  with  celebrity  —  the 
“personalities”  dished  up  by 
movies,  TV  and,  for  those  who  can 
read,  magazines.  However  not  all 
celebrities  become  objects  of 
celebration  through  drag.  Drag 


marred  the  “usual  good  luck  of 
the  President  with  weather.”) 

The  art  of  drag  is  about  portray¬ 
ing  larger-than-life  Women  and 
not  about  impersonating  women 
in  general.  This  was  especially  evi¬ 
dent  in  the  two-piece  swim  suit  set. 
The  succession  of  bony  unpadded 
child-siring  hips  was  broken  only 
by  the  full-bodied  Shieka  Mondale 
in  a  revealing  figure-grabbing 
two-piece  (front  and  back) 


CH1LTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information  please  write: 

P.O.  Box  407g 
Boston,  MA  02117-0407 

Ail  replies  are  confidential. 


Your  Relationship  Is  In  Trouble 

when  you  wonder  if  your  lover  is  cheating . .  . 
when  sex  is  unsatisfying.  .  .when  you  no  longer 
talk  or  have  fun  together.  .  .when  the  fights  keep 
getting  worse. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Hours  1586  Granville  Street 

8  OO  pm  to  1  00  am  Hatifan.  Nova  Scotia 
Monday  to  Saturday  Tel  (9021  423  6814 

feafuhrt}  a  afaarada  Quid  tou*gc 

to»  members  and  the*  guest 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Full-figured  Sheika  Mondale  wins  appreciative  glances  from  the 
crowd. 


Join  a  new  beginning  of 
woman-identified 
music  with 
LABRYS. 

TURN  AROUND 


Lady  slipper 

or 

$8  98 
LABRYS-7 

P  0  Box  174 
Tolland,  CT  06084 
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Los  Angeles  •  Philadelphia  •  Minneapolis  •  Key  West 

IMMEDIATE  JOB  OPENINGS 
Gay  Community  News 
ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE 

GCN  —  the  nationwide  gay/lesbian 
newsweekly  —  needs  advertising  represen¬ 
tatives  in  all  the  major  markets  where  we 
distribute,  especially  New  York,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  Washington,  and  Chicago.  If  you  are 
experienced  in  sales,  appreciate  GCN,  and 
want  to  earn  extra  money,  this  could  be  an 
excellent  part-time  postion. 

•  High  Commissions  •  Leads  Supplied 

•  Exclusive  territories  •  Flexible  Hours 

possible 
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For  details,  call  Dan  at  GCN:  (617)  426-4469  or 
write:  Advertising,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

Washington  •  Chicago  •  Los  Angeles  •  Philadelphia 


Hey  Guys 


Come  on  in  &  work  out  in  a 
gym  with  a  relaxed  and 
supportive  atmosphere. 
Bodyworks  now  has  coed  hours: 

M,  W,  F  10am  -  4pm 
T,  Th  12  -  4pm 


Call  for  details:  576-1493 
53  River  St.,  Cambridge 
(near  Central  Sq.  T-stop) 

memberships 
start  July  1 
total  free  weight 
system 


Susan  Fleischmann 


Sweet  Honey  In  the  Rock 

By  Maida  Tilchen 

In  all  the  years  I’ve  been  reviewing  women’s  music 
for  GCN,  I’ve  never  seen  so  many  terrific  albums  come 
out  at  one  time  as  the  current  selection .  Furthermore  .mu¬ 
sic  by  women  of  color  can  be  heard  on  five  of  the  new  al¬ 
bums,  remedying  in  part  the  weakest  area  for  women’s 
music. 

Michigan  Live  ’85 

Michigan  Live  '85  is  to  my  mind  the  finest  album  of 
women’s  music  to  date,  which  makes  sense  since  it  is  an 
anthology  of  our  finest  performers  singing  their  hearts  out 
at  a  performance  space  where  women’s  music  really 
thrives:  the  Michigan  Womyn’s  Music  Festival.  This  album 
celebrates  the  tenth  anniversary  of  the  festival,  held  in  Au¬ 
gust  in  the  woods  and  fields  of  Hart,  Michigan. 

Every  cut  on  this  double  album  is  outstanding,  with 
praise  due  both  to  the  featured  soloists,  and  to  the  fine 
supporting  musicians.  It  is  overkill  to  single  out 
“highlights”  of  an  all-highlights  album,  but  I  would  like  to 
mention  some  notable  performances.  Ferron’s  bitter¬ 
sweet  “Ain’t  Life  a  Brook?”  is  sung  in  French  and  English 
by  Ferron  and  French  Canadian  Lucie  Blue  Tremblay. 
Tremblay’s  voice  is  so  much  sweeter  than  Ferron’s  that  the 
contrast  brings  out  heretofore  unnoticed  qualities  in  Fer¬ 
ron’s  voice,  an  added  benefit  to  the  beauty  of  hearing  this 
song  in  French.  Alix  Dobkin’s  “If  It  Wasn’t  For  the 
Women”  has  been  a  standard  of  her  live  performances  for 
years,  so  it’s  great  to  have  it  on  a  record  at  last.  The 
instrumental  jazz  cuts  by  Deuce  and  Chevere  provide 
some  of  the  most  exciting  moments  on  the  records,  which 
is  not  easy  to  do  when  instrumentals  are  competing  with 
singer/songwriters.  Teresa  Trull  and  Barbara  Higbie,  who 
have  apparently  broken  up  their  duo,  do  a  break-up  song. 
They  also  do  Trull’s  marvelous  song  “You  in  My  Life,” 
with  the  lovely  lyric  “I  thought  I  knew  what  a  woman’s 
arms  could  offer/Then  you  came  to  me  and  opened  up 
the  door.” 

One  song  may  interest  GCN  readers  who  find  wo¬ 
men’s  music  too  wholesome,  and  that  is  Holly  Near  and 
Rhiannon  (from  the  band  Alive!)  dueting  on  Cris  William¬ 
son’s  “Waterfall.”  Any  woman  who  has  been  search¬ 
ing  for  lesbian  erotica  at  the  video  stores  might  do  better  to 
head  for  the  local  women’s  music  outlet  and  get  Michigan 
Live  '85  for  the  hottest  six  minutes  and  forty-four  seconds 
on  vinyl.  These  girls  have  no  shame,  and  it’s  hot,  moist 
and  total  turn-on  time  when  they  go  “Filling  and  spilling 
over,”  in  an  endless  waterfall  of  musical  excitement  and 
sexuality. 

In  addition  to  the  excellence  of  the  music,  the  pro¬ 
duction  and  packaging  of  this  album  show  great  respect 
for  the  talent  and  accomplishment  it  celebrates.  The  taste¬ 
ful  jacket  design  and  selection  of  songs  suggest  to  me  that 
producers  Barbara  Price  and  Lisa  Vogel  chose  to  make 
this  album  a  showcase  for  the  best  of  women’s  music, 
rather  than  a  souvenir  for  Michigan  devotees.  As  such,  it 
can  appeal  outside  the  women’s  music  circuit.  It  also 
seems  planned  for  long-lasting  appeal  with  songs  chosen 
for  universal  rather  than  topical  content.  For  example. 
Holly  Near’s  rendition  of  “Oh  Mary  Don't  You  Weep"  is  a 
song  that  can  be  applied  to  countless  situations  of  political 
oppression,  rather  than  any  current  concern  that  would 
date  the  album. 

The  universality  of  these  songs  does  not  obscure  the 
lesbian  themes  of  this  highly  political  album.  Michigan  has 
always  been  a  lesbian  event,  and  this  album  does  not 
compromise  our  participation  in  any  way.  Michigan  Live 


liveliness  everywhere.  These  two  Black  women  have 
been  singing  together  since  high  school  days  in  the  ’60s, 
and  they  have  developed  a  unique  style  that  blends  Black 
and  white  musical  traditions.  Their  songs  range  from  a 
Yoruban  chant  to  a  Bob  Marley  reggae,  to  selections  by 
Dory  Previn,  and  even  the  Eagles’  “Take  it  to  the  Limit.” 
This  album  has  been  getting  a  lot  of  airplay  on  our  local 
radio  folk  shows,  which  don’t  usually  feature  a  lot  of  music 
by  people  of  color. 

The  outstanding  song  on  the  album  is  “City  Down*’  a 
lively  number  by  Casselberry-Dupree  and  friends.  Jacque 
Dupree  commands  a  remarkable  collection  of  vocal 
sounds  that  could  best  be  described  as  chirps  and  squeals. 
Her  voice  is  one  of  the  many  reasons  this  duo  is  so  much 
fun  to  see  live.  On  “City  Down”  she  lets  out  all  the  stops 
for  her  full  repertoire  of  great  sound  ideas,  and  the  song 
should  get  every  listener  hopping.  They  also  have  a  lot  of 
fun  with  Dory  Previn’s  “Did  Jesus  Have  a  Baby  Sister?"  I 
especially  liked  the  liner  note  on  this  cut:  “Because  of 
classism,  sexism  and  racism,  Black  women  have  been 
‘X’ed’  out  of  history.  We  are  happy  that  Dory  Previn  wrote 
about  a  Black  woman  that  did  exist.” 

The  whole  album  is  infused  with  spirituality,  and  pos¬ 
itivity  is  its  consistent  theme.  While  I  was  listening  to  the 
record,  a  whole  chorus  of  cats,  birds,  and  squirrels 
gathered  outside  my  window  and  added  some  very  unus¬ 
ual  percussive  accompaniment,  proof  positive  that  this 
record  has  an  extra  special  quality.  The  topics  sung  about 
are  heavy  ones:  sexism,  South  Africa,  racism,  poverty, 
war  —  but  J.  Casselberry  and  Jacque  Dupree  carry  a 
message  of  faith  and  energy  that  makes  hope  possible,  as 
in  their  lyric,  “Don’t  give  in,  just  keep  pushin’  on.” 

Linda  Tillery  produced  the  album,  and  Leslie  Ann 
Jones  did  a  superior  engineering  and  mixing  job .  The  liner 
notes  are  a  prose  poem  by  Hattie  Gosset,  and  the  jacket 
photography  is  notably  colorful  and  exciting,  like  the 
music  inside. 

Lifeline 

Lifeline  is  a  Washington,  D.C. -based,  three-woman 
band  with  a  good  idea  about  how  to  combine  politics  with 
music:  they  gear  their  band  toward  labor  union  audi¬ 
ences,  especially  women  workers.  Their  list  of  performing 
credits  includes  conventions  and  training  workshops  for 
AFSCME,  SEIU,  ILGWU  and  other  unions.  This  past 
May  Day,  they  played  in  Boston  at  a  benefit  for  local 
labor-related  organizations.  The  concert  was  held  at  the 
downtown  campus  of  U.  Mass. /Boston,  which  was  an 
excellent  opportunity  to  expose  women’s  music  to  the 
working  and  poor  people  who  make  up  much  of  the 
school’s  student  body. 

1  spoke  with  band  member  Jeanne  Mackay  at  the 
concert  and  she  told  me  that  lesbians  within  the  unions 
have  helped  them  get  many  union  gigs.  “They’re  not  al¬ 
ways  out,  but  they  help  us  get  jobs  and  we  help  them  by 
dissipating  homophobia,  by  being  who  we  are.  The  au¬ 
dience  of  labor  women  sees  an  all-women’s  band,  and 
they  respond  positively  because  we  are  meeting  them 
where  they  are  as  working  women.  Labor  women  are 
feeling  more  special  about  getting  together  as  women 
hearing  songs  about  their  lives.” 

Lifeline  has  learned  that  union  members  and  working 
people  are  diverse  in  their  musical  tastes,  and  as  a  result 
they  do  music  in  several  different  styles.  Their  3-song  EP 
record.  Never  Stop  Never  includes  a  soft  folkie  love  song, 
a  New  Wave  rocker,  and  an  adaptation  of  a  well-known 
reggae  song  with  new  lyrics,  “We  Can  Get  It  If  We 
Organize.”  In  concert,  they  played  everything  from  New 
Wave,  to  rock  and  roll,  girl  group  and  Andrews  Sisters 
sounds.  Several  of  their  songs  are  written  by  union  mem 
bers,  such  as  one  hospital  worker’s  parody  “My 
computer’s  down  down,  down-dee-down-dee-down 
dee-down.”  They  are  extremely  versatile  musicians,  and 
the  band  is  sparkplugged  by  Kris  Koth,  a  fine  bass  player 
who  most  recently  played  with  Toshi  Reagon  and  the  Agi 
tones,  another  D.C.  area  women’s  band  with  strong 
politics. 


’85  captures  a  crescendo  of  lesbian  music  and  culture,  and 
presents  an  outstanding  tribute  to  all  the  women  who 
have  brought  our  community  to  its  current  strengths. 

Sisterfire! 

“Sisterfire!”  is  a  women’s  music  festival  that  is  quite 
different  from  Michigan.  It  has  been  held  for  the  last  four 
years  in  inner-city  Washington,  D.C.,  and  has  had  a 
strong  emphasis  on  multicultural  exchange.  The  anthol¬ 
ogy  album,  Sisterfire!,  features  among  others,  Sweet 
Honey  in  the  Rock,  a  Black  women’s  a  capella  group, 
singing  about  South  Africa  and  Chile;  Cathy  Fink  on  a  Si 
Kahn  song  about  a  woman  coal  miner;  Ronnie  Gilbert 
with  a  song  of  Lebanese  refugees;  Jane  Sapp  and  the 
Moving  Star  Hall  Singers  both  do  Black  spirituals;  and 
several  performers  offer  songs  and  poems  about  Latin 
America. 

This  album  is  a  record  of  past  and  current  political 
realities,  and  a  tribute  to  women  surviving  these  realities. 
Most  of  the  music  has  a  raw  sound,  making  this  an  album 
for  inspiration  and  motivation,  rather  than  escape.  I’m 
especially  pleased  to  see  the  conjunction  of  women’s  mu¬ 
sic  and  New  Song  (protest  music  of  Central  and  South 
America)  which  occurs  on  this  album.  These  are  two  of 
the  most  influential  and  vibrant  strains  of  progressive 
music  in  the  world  today,  and  they  have  been  feeding 
each  other  with  content,  structure,  and  energy.  This  al¬ 
bum  particularly  strengthens  the  bond  between  the  wo¬ 
men  musicians  of  New  Song  and  North  American 
women. 

I’m  not  as  familiar  with  the  music  of  Black  and  Latina 
women  as  I’d  like  to  be,  and  Sisterfire!  has  certainly  added 
to  my  knowledge.  This  album  should  serve  as  a  model  for 
potential  interaction  between  the  women’s  community 
and  culture,  and  other  artistic  and  political  communities. 

Sweet  Honey 

Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  have  two  new  albums  out: 
Feel  Something  Drawing  Me  On  is  all  gospel  music,  while 
The  Other  Side  is  a  mix  of  political,  gospel,  personal  and 
love  songs.  All  the  songs  are  done  in  their  unique  a 
capella  style,  incorporating  many  strains  of  Black  music. 
The  gospel  album  is  a  real  education  in  gospel  style  and 
history,  with  excellent  notes  on  the  jacket. 

When  1  listen  to  Sweet  Honey’s  music,  I  always  have 
an  image  of  something  beautiful  being  braided  and  un¬ 
braided  and  braided  again,  a  winding  and  unwinding,  ex¬ 
posure  and  concealment.  The  songs  on  The  Other  Side 
have  this  elusive  and  wondrous  quality.  I  especially  like 
these  lines  by  Bernice  Johnson  Reagon: 

“Who  makes  me  sing  when  my  voice  is  silent 
Songs  have  left  me  for  places  unheard 
Who  bids  me  sing  when  all  singing  seems  useless 
—  woman  hold  my  hand.” 

Casselberry  and  Dupree 

Casselberry  and  Dupree  have  been  one  of  the  hottest 
live  acts  on  the  women’s  concert  circuit,  and  they’ve  final¬ 
ly  released  an  album,  City  Down,  that  will  bring  their 
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Folk,  Rock,  Reggae: 

Music  with  a  Lesbian  Pulse 


Holly  Near/Ronnic  Gilbert 

Holly  Near’s  last  two  solo  albums  sounded  slick  and 
overproduced,  so  I’m  glad  she’s  left  the  studio  to  produce 
a  partially  live  album  which  gives  us  back  the  thrills  and 
sincerity  of  her  voice  and  spirit.  On  Singing  With  You.  she 
and  Ronnie  Gilbert  tear  at  the  heart  strings  and  a  good 
time  is  had  by  all. 

The  album  opens  with  a  medley  of  seven  old  favor¬ 
ites  done  so  powerfully  and  lively  they  seem  like  new 
songs  with  new  messages.  The  wide  variety  of  topics  on 
the  album  includes  two  songs  from  a  child’s  point  of  view. 
One  is  Ferron’s  oldie.  “Kid's  Song,’’  about  a  ten-year-old 
girl  with  a  crush  on  an  older  woman  who  tells  her  that  “all 
of  life  is  light”  and  thinks  the  girl  is  “pretty  awful  neat.”  Ex¬ 
plicit  political  issues  are  covered  in  a  song  about  the  Sanc¬ 
tuary  movement  to  help  Central  American  refugees,  and 
one  about  the  Great  American  Peace  March.  There  are 
songs  by  two  men  who  have  done  piano  accompaniment 
for  Holly,  Jeff  Langley  and  John  Buccino.  Ronnie’s  taste 
in  music  is  represented  by  folk  and  Broadway  tunes,  and  if 
it’s  emotional  impact  you’re  after,  Ronnie  churns  it  up  to 
the  max. 

Two  new  songs  written  by  Holly  deserve  attention. 
One  goes: 

Wouldn’t  you  rather  love  a  great  big  woman 
Than  ask  your  lover  to  starve  herself  to  death... 
Would  you  have  her  go  play  out  in  the  traffic 
Or  drink  a  drop  of  cyanide... 

Holly  has  also  come  up  with  a  new  lesbian  song,  called 
“Simply  Love:” 

Why  does  my  love  make  you  shift  in  your  chair 

It’s  the  bombs  across  the  border 

That  should  make  you  tear  your  hair 

And  yet  it’s  my  love  leaves  you  screaming  out  your 

nightmare 

Perhaps  you  know  there’s  something  you  should 
fear 

If  my  love  makes  me  strong  and  makes  you  disap¬ 
pear 

It’s  simply  love  —  simply  my  love  for  a  woman. 


Phranc 


Phranc 

If  you  happen  to  be  a  fan  and  collector  of  surf  music, 
as  I  am,  then  a  company  called  “Rhino  Records”  is  one 
you’re  sure  to  know:  they  are  the  most  prominent  in¬ 
dependent  label  producing  and  distributing  the  sound  of 
guitars  being  pounded  and  conch  shells  being  sounded. 
Why  then  have  they  released  the  most  overtly  lesbian 
album  of  the  year?  And  why  does  the  Villiage  Voice 
(September  10,  1985)  report  that  “In  her  own  perfor¬ 
mances,  Phranc  flaunted  the  ‘L  word’  when  lesbian- 
feminist  singer-songwriters  began  to  abandon  it.”?  Phranc 
apparently  introduces  herself  onstage  as  “I’m  your  basic 
All-American  Jewish  Lesbian  folksinger,”  and  has  been 
prominent  in  the  Los  Angeles  punk  scene  since  1977. 

I  think  I  know  why  Rhino,  which  is  quite  large  for  an 
independent  record  company,  released  this  album.  Surf 
and  punk  music  have  been  intertwined  on  the  west  coast, 
as  both  treasure  a  garage-band  sound.  Punk  musicians 
occasionally  shock  audiences  by  playing  acoustic  music, 
and  Phranc  has  been  a  supporter  of  that  trend.  According 
to  an  article  in  the  East  Bay  Express,  Phranc  was  disturbed 
by  the  use  of  swastikas  by  California  punk  musicians  and 
wrote  a  song  called  “Take  Off  Your  Swastikas”  which 
eventually  led  her  to  do  more  acoustic  music.  Her  first 
solo  album,  Folksinger,  doesn’t  give  a  hint  that  she’s  ever 
done  punk  music.  Besides  resembling  early  women’s 
music  albums  in  its  overt  lesbianism,  it  also  resembles  the 
simple  “girl  with  guitar”  style  of  the  mid-’70s. 

Phranc  has  a  wonderful  voice  and  a  great-sounding 
guitar,  not  to  mention  her  flat-top  haircut  and  cowboy 
boots.  Her  lyrics  left  me  somewhat  disappointed,  because 
most  of  the  songs  are  light  satire  aimed  at  easy  targets 
such  as  female  mudwrestling,  people  who  park  in  han¬ 
dicapped  spaces,  and  those  who  think  hairdressers  are 
dumb.  Death  is  a  recurrent  theme  on  this  record,  but 
unlike  her  punk  compatriots,  Phranc  writes  about  death  to 
affirm  life. 

Lesbianism  and  Amazonian  jocks  are  Phranc’s  major 
interest,  and  if  you’re  a  women’s  sports  fan  you'll  especial¬ 
ly  love  this  record.  Phranc  swam  with  a  college  swim 
team,  and  in  the  song  “One  of  the  Girls"  she  describes  the 
camaraderie  on  the  team:  “I  can  stick  out  yet  fit  in . . .1  feel 
lucky  to  have  these  friends/ And  they  feel  lucky  to  know  a 
real  live  lesbian.”  It’s  an  unusual  theme  for  lesbian  music, 


which  most  often  focuses  on  the  potential  of  all  women  to 
become  lesbians.  Phranc.  instead,  celebrates  her  team¬ 
mates  acceptance  of  her,  and  her  acceptance  of  them 
(“they  try  to  get  me  to  shave  my  legs  —  no  way!"). 

In  “Amazons,"  Phranc  envies  current  women  athletic 
stars,  with  the  very  memorable  line  “1  wanted  to  play  for 
the  Dallas  Diamonds/And  live  with  Martina  like  Nancy 
Lieberman/Strong.  strong,  like  an  Amazon."  There’s 
also  a  love  song  to  a  muscular  woman:  “It’s  no  small  thing 
I  have  a  crush  on  your  hamstrings.” 

Given  the  short  history  of  lesbian  music,  it  is  very  af¬ 
firming  that  a  straight  label  has  released  a  lesbian  album. 
On  the  other  hand,  it’s  threatening  because  of  the  poten¬ 
tial  power  it  gives  the  straight  company  to  present  an  im¬ 
age  of  lesbians.  It’s  one  thing  when  they  continue  to  churn 
out  the  usual  pom  stereotypes  of  lesbians,  it’s  quite 
another  when  the  product  involved  is... well,  very  much 
our  own  stereotype,  what  with  the  crewcut  and  all.  Judg¬ 
ing  from  the  album  and  the  package  of  press  clippings 
Rhino  sent  me,  it  looks  like  Phranc  has  maintained  power 
over  how  she  is  presented  and  she  seems  to  have  ad¬ 
mirable  lesbian  liberation  and  feminist  politics.  I  doubt  that 
she’ll  have  the  prominence  of  Boy  George,  but  it  is  engag¬ 
ing  to  encounter  this  intersection  oftour  world  and  theirs.  I 
do  hope  this  album  serves  notice  on  the  women’s  record 
companies  and  concert  producers  that  something  is 
wrong  when  lesbians  have  to  go  completely  outside  the 
women’s  networks  to  hear  the  word  “lesbian.” 

(Phranc’s  Boston  area  fans  will  be  happy  to  hear  that 
she  will  appear  at  Great  Woods  in  Mansfield  on  August  5, 
playing  an  opening  set  for  The  Smiths,  a  British  band  with 
a  gay  reputation.  Tickets  range  from  $13.50  to  $17.50. 
Call  523-6633  for  details.) 

Hunter  Davis 

In  recent  years,  it’s  been  difficult  for  newcomers  to 
break  into  women’s  music,  but  on  Harmony  Hunter  Davis 
has  forged  a  unique  route  by  using  the  talents  of  several 
established  women  musicians  to  show-case  her  singing, 
songwriting  and  instrumental  skills.  Hunter  is  backed  up 
by  Holly  Near,  Teresa  Trull,  Ferron,  Linda  Tillery,  Bar¬ 
bara  Higbie,  Barbara  Borden,  Terry  Garthwaite,  Suzanne 
Vicenza,  Nancy  Vogl,  Janet  Small,  Julie  Homi  and 
several  other  women.  Gay  male  writer  Armistead  Maupin 
even  joins  in  on  one  background  chorus.  The  record  was 
produced  by  Terry  Garthwaite  and  is  on  the  Redwood 
label,  so  it  has  everything  it  needs  to  make  a  big  splash  for 
the  new  girl  on  the  block.  Hunter  is  by  no  means 
unknown,  as  she  released  an  independently  produced 
album  a  few  years  ago,  and  has  been  doing  the  legwork  of 
cross-country  tours  and  festivals  steadily  since  then .  She  is 
taking  a  professional  approach  to  developing  her  au¬ 
dience,  a  strategy  required  by  today’s  realities. 

Harmony  is  one  of  the  most  openly  lesbian  albums 
I’ve  heard  in  some  time,  with  songs  like  “The  Woman  She 
Couldn’t  Love  You  (Like  I  Do) Hunter’s  simple  lyrics  are 
her  weakest  area,  but  she’s  strong  musically  and  the  al¬ 
bum  has  a  comfortable,  play-it-again  feeling  to  it. 

Hunter’s  use  of  illustrious  back-up  singers  has  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  making  her  sound  like  whomever  she  is  singing 
with.  The  song  with  Ferron  sounds  like  a  Ferron  song  and 
a  song  written  by  Terry  Garthwaite  is  sung  in  Terry’s  style . 
When  she  doesn’t  sound  like  women’s  music  stars,  she 
sounds  a  good  deal  like  pop  singer  Carole  Bayer  Sager, 
with  some  early  Janis  Ian  thrown  in.  Still,  this  is  a  well- 
produced,  mellow  and  enjoyable  openly  lesbian  album. 

Patty  Larkin 

Patty  Larkin  has  been  very  popular  on  the  New 
England  folk  circuit  for  years  and  her  first  album,  Step  Into 
the  Light,  should  get  her  the  national  attention  she  well 
deserves.  Many  first  albums  seem  like  “learning  ex¬ 
periences”  for  the  artist,  but  Step  Into  the  Light  has  so 
many  terrific  and  classic-sounding  songs  that  it  seems 
more  like  an  anthology  album  of  Patty’s  best.  There  are 
the  terrific  relationship  songs,  “If  You  Were  Made  of 
Metal,”  “Back  Into  Your  Arms,”  and  “It  Better  Be  Me,” 
but  wait,  there’s  more!  Two  funny  ditties  are  “Caffeine,” 
which  I  can’t  lelate  to,  and  “Dodge  Dart,”  which  I  certainly 
can,  having  once  owned  one  of  the  ’65  vintage.  There’s  a 
humorous  song  about  the  hassles  of  being  a  woman  mu¬ 
sician  called  “Not  Bad  for  a  Broad.”  Bostonians  will  enjoy 
the  references  to  local  landmarks  on  the  record  (Yes, 
Somerville  will  live  forever  on  vinyl,  thanks  to  Patty,  and  I 


Patty  Larkin 


certainly  hope  the  Coffee  Connection  is  giving  her  an 
under-the-counter  payoff  for  the  plug.) 

Freedom  Trail  Band 

Another  local  product  is  one  your  neighbors  may  not 
be  so  glad  to  hear:  it’s  Boston’s  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom 
Trail  Band  playing  Sousa  marches.  Broadway  tunes  and 
other  cymbal  crashing  standards.  The  recording  was 
made  live  at  a  concert  in  a  church,  and  engineered  by 
Karen  Kane.  The  musical  director  for  the  band  is  multi¬ 
talented  George  Fulginiti-Shakar. 

A  live  concert  by  a  marching  band  sounds  like  a  mar¬ 
ching  band  without  the  Doppler  effect.  The  band  is  rea¬ 
sonably  competent  and  well-rehearsed,  and  the  songs  are 
appropriate  for  this  type  of  group.  I’m  not  sure  what  one 
does  with  a  tape  of  live  marching  band  music  (perhaps  the 
housework?)  but  the  existence  of  this  cassette  is  one  more 
validation  of  our  growth  as  a  community  and  recognition 
of  the  varied  talents  of  its  members.  Proceeds  from  the 
sale  will  go  to  the  operating  expenses  of  the  band,  so  if 
you  look  forward  to  seeing  them  in  concert  or  at  events 
like  the  Pride  march  or  the  AIDS  walk,  buying  the  tape  is  a 
nice  way  to  show  support. 

Meg  Christian 

Meg  Christian’s  Scrapbook  is  not  a  tell-all  diary  of  her 
long  career  in  women’s  music,  but  it  is  indeed  a  record  — 
a  compilation  of  favorite  songs  Meg  performs.  These  in¬ 
clude  “Turning  it  Over,”  “Ode  to  a  Gym  Teacher,”  and 
“The  Road  1  Took  to  You,”  by  Meg  plus  “Sweet  Darling 
Woman,”  by  Diane  Lindsay,  “Face  the  Music,”  by  Annie 
Dinerman,  and  “The  Ones  Who  Aren’t  Here  (and  won’t 
be  coming  out  tonight)”  by  John  Calvi,  surely  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  songs  ever  written  about  the  lesbian/gay 
community.  New  life  is  given  to  all  these  songs  by  being 
placed  in  a  new  context.  The  recordings  are  the  same  as 
on  Meg’s  earlier  records,  but  the  ones  from  Face  the  Music 
sound  better  than  the  original  record  which  had  inferior 
sound  quality.  The  jacket  of  Scrapbook  has  must-see  old 
photos  of  Meg  and  other  women’s  music  faves.  Meg 
seems  to  still  be  on  hiatus  from  women’s  music,  and  I  look 
forward  to  her  future  endeavors. 

Lucie  Blue  Tremblay 

Lucie  Blue  Tremblay  is  a  newcomer  well  worth  not¬ 
ing.  In  Boston  last  February,  she  did  a  solo  set  at  a  benefit 
for  “Two  in  Twenty,”  a  lesbian  video  soap  opera. 
Tremblay,  a  French  Canadian,  sang  many  songs  in 
French  but  still  managed  to  convey  in  an  exemplary  way 
to  this  Anglo  audience  the  message  that  lesbian  music  is 
alive  and  well.  She  gave  the  most  openly  and  affirmingly 
lesbian  performance  I’ve  seen  in  years  (except  of  course 
for  Alix  Dobkin  concerts).  She  has  a  great  voice  great 
songs,  and  a  thoroughly  endearing  stage  presence.  Other 
than  singing  one  cut  with  Ferron  on  Michigan  Live  '85, 
Tremblay’s  only  other  recording  is  a  45  RPM  disk.  One 
side  has  a  love  ballad  in  English,  the  flipside  is  “Le  Freak,” 
a  French  New  Wave  dance  cut.  (I  was  unable  to  obtain 
ordering  information  for  this  record)  I  didn’t  find  the  45 
particularly  representative  of  what  Tremblay  can  do  in 
concert,  and  I  look  forward  to  her  upcoming  album  from 
Olivia. 

Conclusion 

As  I  review  each  season’s  stack  of  women’s  music 
albums,  a  consistent  theme  is  always  apparent,  and  this 
season  is  no  exception.  In  fact,  despite  outward  changes 
in  the  lesbian  community  that  suggest  dilution  and  disper¬ 
sion  of  our  visions,  the  current  output  of  women’s  music  is 
so  strong  in  the  participation  of  women  of  color  and  in  its 
political  messages,  particularly  in  the  resurgence  of  blatant 
lesbian  themes,  that  I  feel  proud  and  hopeful  that  our  cul¬ 
ture  is  renewing  itself.  These  records  feel  like  a  harvest  of 
all  the  seeds  we’ve  sown  in  the  past  decade  or  so. 

Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  Feel  Something  Draw¬ 
ing  Me  On  and  The  Other  Side:  Hying  Fish  Records, 

1304  W.  Shubert,  Chicago,  IL  60614. 

Freedom  Trail  Band  Live,  in  Concert:  Freedom 
Trail  Band,  P.O.  Box  6598,  Broad  and  Water  Streets, 
Boston,  MA  02102. 

Sisterflre!,  Holly  Near  and  Ronnie  Gilbert,  Sing¬ 
ing  With  You,  Hunter  Davis,  Harmony:  Redwood 
Records,  476  West  Mac  Arthur  Boulevard,  Oakland,  CA 
94609. 

Patty  Larkin,  Step  Into  the  Light:  Philo  Records, 
c/o  Rounder  Records,  One  Camp  Street,  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 

Meg  Christian,  Scrapbook:  Olivia,  4400  Market 
St.,  Oakland,  CA  94608. 

Casselberry-Dupree  City  Down:  Icebergg  Records, 
207  East  Buffalo  St.,  Suite  501,  Milwaukee,  W1  53202. 

Phranc,  Folksinger:  Rhino  Records,  1201  Olympic 
Boulevard,  Santa  Monica,  CA  90404. 

Lifeline,  Never  Stop  Never:  Lifeline,  722  Ritchie 
Avenue,  Silver  Spring,  MD  20910. 

Michigan  Live  ’85:  August  Night  Records,  Box  22, 
Walhalla,  MI  49458. 

Check  your  local  feminist  and  lesbian/gay  record 
outlets  for  all  of  the  above  albums.  If  you  don’t  have  a 
local  outlet,  an  excellent  mail  order  service  for  women’s 
music  is  Ladyslipper,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  3130,  Durham,  NC 
27705. 
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fchlftjii&ftlftiu  Freedom’s  Just  Talk  about  Mafia! 

Our  Prison/Military  ‘Protection’  Biz 


By  Mike  Riegle  and  friends 

So  much  property  to  protect! 

The  prison  business  inside  the 
US,  like  the  military-industrial 
business  abroad,  has  an  image  pro¬ 
blem.  It  needs  to  be  needed; 
but  caging  people  and  mass 
murder  are  hardly  attractive  (or 
intelligent)  solutions  to  any  prob¬ 
lem  —  unless  we  allow  ourselves 
to  believe  “nothing  can  be  done.” 

So  a  ‘criminal  class’  (mostly 
black  and  poor)  is  focussed  on 
here  in  the  fatherland,  while  the 
communist/terrorist  conspiracy  is 
bellowed  abroad.  Alas,  with  so 
many  criminals  trying  to  get  our 
(?)  money,  and  the  Russians  and 
Libyans  trying  to  steal  our  homes 
and  oil,  we  need  the  ‘protection’ 
of  an  immense  and  always  more 
modern  (expensive)  police/ 
military  force. 

The  question  is  why  intelligent 
people  allow  these  cagings  and 
weaponry  to  pass  for  ‘solutions’ 
to  anything-,  unless  it’s  true  that 
‘wealth’  is  coming  to  mean  more 
and  more  products  and  privileges 
(that  some,  will  get;  while  others 
won’t  —  that’s  the  point,  no?). 

If  your  nation’s  prison  business 
really  wanted  to  reduce  the 
number  of  cagings,  it  would  put  a 
serious  effort  into  job  training, 
basic  education  and  ‘coming  out’ 
support  Gobs,  housing)  for  its 
subjects;  but  it  doesn’t.  This  is  not 
a  joke.  You  may  well  ask  yourself 
why  more  people  haven’t  thought 
about  this. 


The  low-profile  method  of  ad¬ 
ministering  power  is  quite  effec¬ 
tive.  Again,  the  deeper  question  is 
why  so  many  of  us  buy  into  this 
image  business.  Doesn’t  it  seem  a 
bit  odd  that  there  are  so  few  rich 
people  in  prison,  or  so  few  politi¬ 
cians  on  the  frontlines?  (If  there 
were  no  need  for  police  or 
soldiers,  who  would  protect  our 
property?) 

Here  are  some  prisoners  who 
are  resisting  this  ignorance  of 
privilege  and  looking  for  some 
support. 


How  can  we  best  defend 
ourselves  and  each  other? 

I  received  the  GCN  paper  and 
the  Outlook  On  Justice  today.  All 
of  the  articles  are  very  interesting, 
and  I  especially  enjoy  the  anti¬ 
racism  articles. 

However,  I  would  like  to  con¬ 
centrate  on  the  article  “Grow  your 
own  . . .  prisoner  project!”  [In  the 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Gerry  Azzata 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 


483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 
Boston,  M  A  02 1 1 5 
617-266-0760 


2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
415-626-4224 
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,  Fenway\^ 
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s Center  / 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  gay.  lesbian  and  women's 
health  care  Peggy  Roberts,  M  D  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary-  health  care  services. 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 
He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now’  Available. 


16  HAV1LAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA  MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 

Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


March  1986  issue  of  Outlook  on 
Justice,  AFSC,  2161  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge,  MA  02140;  article  by 
Mike  Riegle] 

In  a  time  of  anti-gay  attack  from 
the  New  (religious)  Right,  focusing 
more  and  more  on  AIDS  as  a 
message  from  Higher  Powers,  we 
need  to  understand  whose  interests 
the  “justice”  business  is  serving 
and  how  we  can  best  defend 
ourselves  and  each  other.  This  is 
true  not  only  for  gay  men  and  les¬ 
bians,  but  for  poor  people, 
women,  Afro-,  Asian,  Latin  and 
Native  Americans,  as  well  as  for 
the  elderly,  the  young,  the  disabl¬ 
ed,  and  everyone  else  who  is  out¬ 
side  the  mainstream  of  our  society. 

This  excerpt  is  a  perfect  illustra¬ 
tion  of  where  I  am  coming  from, 
not  just  for  any  one  group  or  class 
of  people,  but  for  all  people  who 
are  less  privileged  socially, 
politically  and  economically.  And 
though  I  am  young,  I  have  strong 
convictions  in  commiting  myself, 
my  life  to  bringing  about  a  change 
to  the  many  factors  of  oppression 
we  all  suffer  in  some  form  or 
another. 


to  the  long  dreamt  dream  of  a 
chance  to  live  our  lives  and  grow  as 
well  as  the  next  person. 

I  have  so  many  thoughts  and 
ideas  I  long  to  share,  and  so  few 
outlets.  I’d  really  like  to  hear  from 
people  who  have  similar  thoughts 
and  ideas  so  that  we  may  refine 
ourselves,  find  plans,  purposes 
and  reason  for  our  combined  unity 
and  strength. 

I  want  to  reach  out  to  prisoners 
mainly  because  they  have  obvious¬ 
ly  done  something  to  end  up  in 
prison,  thereby  they  automatically 
exhibit  the  boldness  and  bravery  to 
go  against  the  grain  of  things.  And 
it  is  prisoners  who  have  the  poten¬ 
tial  to  polish  themselves  in  order  to 


Slowing  down  the 
concentration  of  power 

I  am  a  prisoner  at  MCI  Fram¬ 
ingham  [Mass.]  and  one  of  the 
editors  of  our  newspaper  Mass. 
Communication  of  Informed 
Females.  Our  newspaper  is  now 
sponsored  by  City  Mission  Society 
and  aided  by  Laura  Biddle  and 


We  can  rest  on  the  premise  that  free  and 
open  communication  will  at  least  serve  to 
slow  down  the  concentration  of  power. 

resist,  revolt  and  rebel  against  the 
way  things  are.  But  I  also  wish  to 
hear  from  people  on  the  streets, 
for  they  also  have  boldness, 
bravery  and  much-needed 
resources. 


And  it  is  prisoners  who  have  the  potential  to 
polish  themselves  in  order  to  resist,  revolt 
and  rebel  against  the  way  things  are. 


Granted  1  may  not  be  able  to 
succeed  in  my  own  lifetime,  but 
like  those  before  us  who  helped 
clear  the  way  to  where  we  are  at 
now,  I  would  like  to  clear  the  way 
of  what  I  may  for  those  who  will 
follow. 

Our  society  as  it  exists  today  is 
bleeding  the  life  force  from  every 
individual  who  attempts  to 
develop  their  true  self.  Those  who 
cannot  function  in  such  a  hierar¬ 
chical  and  unequal  (in  power) 
society  are  put  in  prisons  or  exiled 
in  their  own  land  by  being  met  with 
continuous  prejudice. 

Perhaps  I  am  coming  of  the  age 
of  awareness  about  the  reality  of 
the  world  around  me.  Strange  how 
it  all  has  come  to  me  in  a  cage,  in 
an  isolation  cell.  I  am  hungry  for 
knowledge,  history,  and  insight, 
while  struggling  to  express  and  im¬ 
press  upon  the  future  anything  of  a 
positive  nature  that  will  contribute 


I  have  secured  a  PO  Box  address 
for  prisoners  to  write  me  who  can¬ 
not  write  directly  to  another 
prison.  And  if  possible  ask  those 
who  respond  to  try  and  include  a 
SASE,  though  it’s  not  necessary,  it 
would  decrease  my  response  time. 
With  all  my  respect  in  struggle, 
Larry  DeYoung 
c/o  We  Are  The  People 
Box  12075 
Phoenix,  AZ  85002 

(prison  address: 

Larry  DeYoung 
Box  B-42165 
Florence,-  AZ  85232) 
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Wambui  Demps,  two  beautiful 
sisters  in  the  struggle.  They  pro¬ 
vide  paper,  do  our  copying  and 
help  in  assembling  the  finished 
product;  but,  the  paper  is  for,  by 
and  about  the  women  incarcerated 
in  the  Framingham  Prison  (‘Cor¬ 
rectional  Institution’  is  the  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  euphemism).  It’s  all 
about  “warehousing”  now. 

As  a  gay,  militant  activist  and 
‘jailhouse  lawyer’,  I  have  found 
many  obstacles  in  trying  to  put  out 
a  paper  indicative  of  the  feelings  of 
the  population. 

Our  sense  of  values  and  our  views 
are  blocked  by  the  admin¬ 
istration’s  censorship.  ‘Cutesy’ 
poems  and  bland  articles  are  the 
only  things  that  get  by  the  red  pen. 
Anything  on  or  about  the  ad¬ 
ministration,  or  their  dubious 
racist  policies  and  tactics,  are  red- 
lined. 

As  editor,  my  name  is  featured 
on  the  inside,  but  not  my 
editorials.  None  have  ever  been 
Continued  on  next  page 
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T900-41 0-3600 
1-900-410-3800 
1-900-410-3700 


No  Membership  Necessary 

S.50  toll  first  minute,  $.35  each  additional  minute 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 
CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 


40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840 


(617)683-7676 


GAYELLDW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations .  AA  groups,  bars,  baths  book 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups  services  social 
groups,  switchboards  therapists,  travel  agents 
etc  ,  etc  etc  (area  codes  &  Tip  codes  loo'  i 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50;  includes 
Manhattan  Bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  S3  50;  Alabama  Arkansas 
N  &  S  Carolina  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky  Louisiana  Mississippi  Missouri  New 
Mexico  Oklahoma  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3  50  Connecticut 
Delaware  District  ot  Columbia  Maine.  Maryland 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire.  Ohio  Pennsylva 
ma  Rhode  Island  Vermont  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 

$20  the  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House  Box  292GCN  Village  Station 
NY  NY  10014  212-929-7720  All  Books  discreetly 
By  first  class  mail  your  name  kepi  strictly  contiden 
tiai  to  list  a  business  or  organization.  or  toe  further 
information  send  stamped  sen  addressed 
Business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  to 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  Irom  Gla  c 
Day  Books  MBA  Yonge  St  .  Toronto  Ontario  M4'i 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  lor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels' 


INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/ COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


\^J . 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYISTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 
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“acceptable.”  Therefore  1  turn  to 
GCN  as  a  vehicle  to  print  this  letter 
and  the  following  editorial  on  cen¬ 
sorship. 

We  in  the  1980s  find  ourselves 
embroiled  in  a  battle  for  freedom 
of  speech,  of  expression.  We  can 
rest  on  the  premise  that  free  and 
open  communication  will  at  least 
serve  to  slow  down  the  concentra¬ 
tion  of  power. 

In  a  world  such  as  prison  where 
truth  is  relative  and  reason  is 
dubious,  only  the  division 
(balance)  of  power  can  avert 
totalitarian  disaster. 

The  American  system  of  govern¬ 
ment  is  grounded  in  the  many  pro¬ 
visions  in  our  Constitution.  None 
serves  the  premise  above  more 
dynamically  than  the  First  Amend¬ 
ment,  for  whatever  else  changes  in 
human  systems,  the  force  of  belief 
remains  the  same.  Freedom  of  ex¬ 
pression  is  a  dynamic  force,  but  it 
must  contend  with  other  sources 
of  power  and  the  interests  which 
these  serve  in  our  prison  society. 

The  communication  of  ideas  or 
ideals  that  challenge  the  existing 
order,  criticize  those  in  power,  and 
question  form  and  regulations, 


manifested  in  our  prison 
newspaper,  is  facing  its  greatest 
resistance  in  the  form  of  this  ad¬ 
ministrative  censorship. 

The  prison  newspaper’s  com¬ 
mitment  to  freedom  of  expression 
must  be  balanced  against  that 
other  interest,  “the  good  of  the  in¬ 
stitution.”  The  courts  have  re¬ 
quired  the  state  to  justify  the 
restriction  of  freedom  of  speech  by 
establishing  a  more  direct  link 
(‘clear  and  present  danger’)  be¬ 
tween  utterance  ,  and  illegal  or 
dangerous  conduct.  If  Truth 
presents  a  ‘clear  and  present 
danger’  (subject  to  a  variety  of 
subjective  interpretations),  then 
the  Administration’s  interpreta¬ 
tions  should  be  scrutinized  by  an 
independent  non-‘corrections’ 
source  (if  there  are  any  left). 
Cookie  Dean 
Box  99 

Framingham,  MA  01701 


But,  oh,  the  guys  in  the  hospital 
with  AIDS,  they  are  alone  and 
sometimes  some  asshole  guards 
hassle  them  (and  us),  but 
sometimes  they  don’t.  A  lot  of 
times  I  cuss  them  out.  That’s  why  I 
stay  locked  here  in  my  cell  half  the 
time. 

A  lot  of  guys  ask  us  girls  for  a 
shot  and  sometimes  they  get  what 


a  person  is  gay  he  cannot  fight,  but 
that  is  a  lie.  Me,  I  fight  very  well.  I 
don’t  like  to,  but  if  I  have  to  I  will! 

And  what  I  see  a  lot  of  and  don’t 
like  at  this  prison  is  if  a  guard  see  a 
inmate  act  a  little  ‘strange’  (to 
them)  they  think  something  is 
wrong  and  they  take  the  person  up 
to  ‘Intensive  Care  Program’.  It  is 
where  they  put  people  with  ‘emo¬ 
tional  problems’  and  they  pump 
them  up  with  some  kind  of  drug 


cause  I  have  a  sister  and  she  is  try¬ 
ing  her  best  to  get  in  the  plate  shop 
so  she  can  make  some  money,  and 


But  what  1  say,  myself,  1  get  along  fine  with 
the  queens  at  this  prison.  Some  of  them  get 
on  my  nerves  at  times,  but  I  love  them.  I 
just  don  *t  be  bother. 


Anything  about  the  administration,  or  their 
dubious  racist  policies  and  tactics,  are 
redlined. _ 

they  ask  for,  without  a  beatup. 
But,  like  me  myself,  a  lot  of  girls 
have  relationships  with  just  one 
man!  At  times  I  sell  my  body  for 
little  things  I  need  at  times.  But 
some  guys  like  to  hit  and  run. 
Know  what  I  mean?  I  don’t  like 
this  at  all  and  I  tell  them  about  it 
and  they  get  mad  at  me! 

Like  I  have  a  girlfriend  here  by 


that  makes  them  loony  and  talk 
like  zombies!  I  mean  I  feel  sorry 
for  them.  Like  today  a  girlfriend 
of  mine  was  telling  us  in  the  yard 
how  the  guards  in  her  block  is 
hassling  her  cause  they  think  she  is 
doing  something  wrong.  Now  this 
don’t  make  no  sense  at  all.  They 
search  us  at  random,  feeling  up  on 
somebody  like  crazy.  Some  of 
them  I  think  be  getting  they  kicks, 
you  know.  They  tear  up  our  cell 
like  madmen.  Me  myself,  I  don’t 
like  it  one  bit  cause  I  have  a  lot  of 
things  in  my  house-cell,  and  it 
takes  me  hours  to  put  it  all  back 
together.  I  be  mad  at  times.  You 
just  don’t  know. 

And  there  are  some  good  jobs  in 
here  that  a  gay  person  cannot  get, 


like  I  say,  she  looks  like  a  woman 
but  that  is  beside  the  point.  He  is 
still  a  man  and  a  human  being! 
And  this  I  don’t  understand  at  all. 

But  what  I  say,  myself,  I  get 
along  fine  with  the  queens  at  this 
prison.  Some  of  them  get  on  my 
nerves  at  times,  but  I  love  them.  I 
just  don’t  be  bother. 

Well,  I  think  it’s  about  time  for 
me  to  end  my  coming  out  story, 
but  write  me  if  there’s  anything 
you  think  I  left  out.  Please  keep 
the  GCN  coming.  I  love  it! 

Stay  strong  and  sweet, 

Willie  Rice 
82 A  3691 

135  State  St,  Box  618 
Auburn,  NY  13024 

P.S.  I  love  you  all! 
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JOBS, 
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I  get  along  fine  with  the  queens 

I  am  gay  and  I  love  the  life.  I 
turn  gay  at  the  age  of  10  years  old 
and  I  have  or  had  a  lot  of  men  in 
my  days.  I  am  26  years  old  now. 

At  this  prison  being  gay  a  lot  of 
guys  run  after  us  and  want  to  make 
us  they  kids,  but  me  I  don’t  play 
that. 

The  first  time  I  had  sex  with  a 
man  was  a  white  young  man.  I  was 

II  years  old  and  he  was  15  years 
old.  See  I  do  not  look  like  a 
female,  but  I  act  feminine!  At 
times  I  rise  my  voice  when  I  get 
angry  at  times,  but  I  have  a  soft 
voice! 

If  a  person  in  here  come  up  to 
me  and  ask  me  if  I  am  a  homosex¬ 
ual,  I  tell  them  yes,  I  am  gay!  I  do 
not  hide  that  fact.  For  what?  At 
times  the  only  rap  groups  we  got 
here  at  Auburn  is  when  all  us  gay 
people  get  together  in  the  yard  and 
talk  about  whats  happen! 


I  want  to  reach  out  to  prisoners  mainly 
because  they  have  obviously  done  something 
to  end  up  in  prison,  thereby  they 
automatically  exhibit  the  boldness  to  go 
against  the  grain  of  things. 


the  name  of  Simone.  She  is  gay  but 
looks  like  a  woman  in  the  face  and 
body  and  her  I  look  up  to  as  my  big 
sister  cause  she  knows  the  deal 
with  guys.  She  is  45  years  old.  Like 
I  say,  she  is  nice  people. 

What  I  don’t  like  at  this  place  is 
that  a  lot  of  stealing  is  going  on. 
We  gays  have  to  keep  an  eye  on 
our  cell  and  things.  Guys  see  us  get 
a  little  something  nice  from  our 
man  and  they  come  behind  our 
back  and  take  it.  That  happen  to 
me  twice.  Guys  think  just  because 


VIDA  K. 

BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  Practice  Since  1975 

Family  Law 

General  Practice 

‘Custody  Issues 

‘Employment  Rights 

‘Relationship 

‘Personal  Injury 

Agreements 
‘Estate  Planning 

‘Landlord/Tenant 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 

Let  our  insurance  company  pay  your  rent  or 
mortgage  payments  if  you  become  disabled  due  to 
AIDS  or  other  causes.  You  must  be 
insurable  now  to  qualify. 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
AGENCY 

404  Mass.  Ave 
Arlington 
643-3040 


STANHOPE 

-framers—1 


Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames _ 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


4 1 1  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston.  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 

269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


Lunch  ‘Buddies 


Totaf 

Introductory 

Service 

for 


Lesbian  &  Q ay 
Trofcssionafs 

Caff  731-8934 

C Better  Dates  for 
Wetter  Teopfe 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  tor  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

SO  Congress  Street 
Boston  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Stropping  Pia/a 
E  Orleans  Mass  02643 


1  800  352  3185 


Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


Daverik  Associates 


PLASTERING  &  REMODELING 

Commercial  —  Residential 


Fred  Grimaldi 


282-3961 


healthy  teeth. ..they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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Porn  Commission 

Continued  from  page  6 


not  violent  and  not  degrading 

(III) ,  and  showing  mere  nudity 

(IV) .  Class  I  pornography  was  “an 
offense  against  humanity,”  while 
Class  II  images  were  an  offense 
“to  profound  human  dignity.”  In 
practice,  violent  pornography 
soon  came  to  mean  S/M  images, 
since  other  candidates  for 
membership  in  the  group,  snuff 
films  and  slasher  movies,  either 
didn’t  exist  (according  to  police 
accounts)  or  wouldn’t  be  seen  as 
pornography  by  most  citizens, 
since  they  were  not  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit. 

The  commissioners  were  not 
so  certain  what  degrading  images 
included,  though  these,  along  with 
violent  images,  were  targeted  for 
priority  prosecution.  Nominations 
for  Class  II  included  oral  sex,  anal 
sex,  group  sex,  and  masturbation. 
A  discussion  ensued  on  the  con¬ 
cept  of  “homosexual 
degradation,”  which  for  some 
commissioners  appeared  to  in¬ 
clude  any  sexually  explicit  lesbian 
or  gay  image. 

In  the  end,  no  category  of  im¬ 


ages  escaped.  All  were  judged 
harmful,  or  at  least  not  harmless, 
which  suited  the  conservatives  just 
fine.  When  moderates  bristled  that 
Class  III  images  —  consensual,  in 
their  view  —  have  never  been 
shown  to  be  harmful,  conser¬ 
vatives  insisted  that  consensual  im¬ 
ages  of  pre-marital  or  extramarital 
sex  cause  a  great  deal  of  harm, 
since  they  encourage  sexual 
misbehavior  and  destroy  the  fabric 
of  family  and  society.  Even  nudity 
can  be  “provocative,”  that  is,  pro¬ 
voke  people  to  have  sex. 

*  *  * 

What  effect  will  the  Meese 
Commission  have?  The  Commis¬ 
sion  will  act  on  two  fronts,  the 
ideological  and  the  legislative. 
Success  depends  on  the  panel’s 
ability  to  use  the  updated 
arguments  about  the  harms  of  por¬ 
nography  to  generate  public  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  its  findings.  Commis¬ 
sion  spokesmen  —  and  they  will  be 
men,  since  the  disaffected  and 
dissenting  female  commissioners 
cannot  be  counted  on  to  sell  the 
report  —  will  stress  that  the  Com¬ 


mission  is  not  interested  in  censor¬ 
ing  dirty  pictures,  but  “violent” 
pornography. 

Outside  of  conservative  au¬ 
diences,  terms  common  in  the 
Commission’s  discussions,  like 
“family  values,”  “perversion,” 
and  “sexual  deviance,”  will  be 
replaced  by  terms  calculated  to  ap¬ 
peal  to  a  moderate  audience. 
Multipurpose  terms  like 
“degrading”  can  appeal  to  conser¬ 
vative  and  moderate  audiences, 
while  loaded  terms  like  “violent” 
pornography  invite  automatic  and 
uncritical  judgments  about  sexual 
material. 

On  the  legislative  front,  we 
can  expect  the  passage  of  new  laws 
to  control  sexually  explicit 
material,  plus  a  rash  of  local  mini- 
Meese  Commissions  to  keep  the 
topic  in  the  public  eye.  The  release 
of  the  report  in  the  summer  of  an 
election  year  is  intentional:  bills 
regulating  telephones,  computers, 
and  cable  TV  are  pending  in 
Senate  subcommittees.  If  the 
Commission  succeeds  in 
generating  a  wave  of  public  panic 


about  pornography,  few 
legislators  can  afford  to  be  “soft 
on  porn”  in  an  election  year. 

The  Commission’s  recom¬ 
mendations  to  target  “violent” 
and  “degrading”’  material  will  be 
subjectively  interpreted  by  pro¬ 
secutors,  but  there  is  little  doubt 
that  S/M  images  and  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  images  will  be  the  chief 
targets.  Materials  or  outlets  which 
cannot  be  prosecuted  under  cur¬ 
rent  standards  of  obscenity  can 
conceivably  be  removed  by  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  citizen  groups,  called  by 
one  critic  a  “network  of  sex 
spies,”  who  might  well  choose  to 
go  beyond  the  sexually  explicit  to 
the  sexually  non-conforming:  les- 
bian/gay  bars,  bookstores,  and 
centers  are  possible  targets. 

A  more  long-range,  and 
perhaps  ultimately  more  impor¬ 
tant,  feature  is  the  general  cultural 
atmosphere  in  which  judges  and 
juries  make  necessarily  subjective 
judgments  about  sexually  explicit 
images.  Images  which  have  been 
framed  as  “violent”  or 
“degrading”  in  the  Meese  report 


may  be  judged  more  harshly  in  the 
courts  than  they  have  been  in  the 
years  to  come. 

The  Attorney  General  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  issue  specific  legislative 
recommendations,  based  on  the 
panel’s  report,  within  the  next 
month.  With  his  translation  of 
recommendations  into  policy  and 
law,  the  “train  marked  censor¬ 
ship,”  sighted  by  critics  when  the 
Commission  was  first  appointed, 
will  have  finally  arrived. 


1 .  Copies  of  the  report  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  at  $35.00  each  from  the 
Government  Printing  Office, 
North  Capitol  and  H  Street  N.W., 
Washington,  D.C.  20401,  or  at  its 
branches  in  various  cities.  The 
Washington  office  will  accept  a 
credit-card  phone  order  (call  202 
783-3238). 

2.  Copies  may  be  purchased  for 
$5.00  from  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  122  Maryland 
Avenue  N.E.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20002. 

©  1986  by  Carole  S.  Vance 


VA  CA  TION  EL  A  TION 


Adventure  &  Relaxation  Ideas,  Near  &  Far- 


San  Francisco 's 

premier  guesthouse 


1 


Feminist  Gifts  &  Handcrafts  By  and  For  Women 


Jewelry  Records 


Books 


Clothing 


much 

more 


WOMENCRAFTS 


373  Commercial  St.  Box  190  Provincetown,  Ma.  02657  (617)  487-2501 


Dolores  Street 

Bed  &  Breakfast 

Affordable  rates. 

Call  or  write  for  info. 

(415)  861-5887 

381  Dolores  St  San  Francisco  941  10 


Meet  our  new 
Ad  Maneger 
PAN  PAGE 


You  Must  Remember  This 

CASABLANCA 
GUESTS 

Reasonable  Kalr\  •  Ideal  I  ovation 


166  (  omincmal  SI. 
Pro\iru*elow n.  Massachusetts 

For  Resersaions  Call: 

(617)  487-0859 


Greet ilmie 
Earn l 


RFD  Box  2260.  East  Hardwick.  VT  05836 
m2)  533 -  7772 

For  that  special  couniry  vacation, 
we  have  u  all! 

Horseback  riding  on  our 
own  gentle  horses. 

Hiking,  canoeing,  windsurfing  and  swimming  nearbs 
Mid  week  and  week  long  discounts. 


WOMEN-ONI.Y  SPACE 
OPEN  YEAR  KOI  SI) 


Blueberry  Cove 

A  children’s  camp  for  adults. 

Mid-coast  Maine.  July-Sept. 
Cabins  Camping 

Wholefood  meals. 

Workshops  '86 

Creative  writing  with  Joan  Larkin 
Beginners  and  Intermediate 
Sailing  School 
Libana  (Eastern  European 
Song  and  Dance) 

Building  School  (Greenhouse 
.  addition)  / 

Women  in  Recovery  /L. 

Herbs  and  Healing 
Crowsfeet  Collective 
Family  Camp 
Sculpture 
Gardening 
Ceramics  in  the  Raw 

For  into  on  more  workshops, 
Write  for  brochure: 

Blueberry  Cove 
HCR  35  '  Box  520 
Tenants  Harbor,  ME 
04860 

207-372-6353 


THE  SHANK  PAINTER  “INN  TOWN” 

One  Shank  Painter  Road 
and 

THE  HOLIDAY  SHORES 

Rte.  6A  Beachpoint 

LESBIAN  OWNED  &  MANAGED 


Provincetown:  Especially  for  Women,  Privacy,  Parking,  Pool,  Beach  ...Complimentary 
Continental... Lowest  Prices  Too!  Credit  Cards  Accepted. 

IV  *  W  W  W  W  *^5,  W  W  W  W  W  W  W  W 

(617)487-9175  g  RESERVATIONS  REQUIRED  g  P.O.  614  P’TOWN  MA  02657 


;  Women-Owned  &  Operated  j  by  Calling  tO  place  an 

;  guesthouse  ^  ad  426-4469 

I  18  Pearl  Street.  Box  22  ) 

i  Provincetown.  Mass.  02657  ) 

j  617-487-2210  j 

■  9  w 


~ikc 


j^accaoe^ 

'^Country 
Lodge 


1  390  Mountain  RJ. 
Stowe,  Vermont  05672 

Open  Year  Round 
Hosts 

Bill  Ratnaskewich 
St. 

Bill  Dangelo 

A  Treasure  Chest  of 
Vermont  Hospitality 
802-253-4772 


5PLA5H  INTO  5UMMEP  AT. 

ft 


fdinbow 
mountain 

LODGING 
FIME  DIMIMG 
DISCO 
POOL 
LAKE 
5PORT5 

717-223-8484 
RD  #5  BOX  788 
East  Stroudsburg,  Pa  18301 


Please  support 
our  advertisers! 


The 

highlands  c7nn 


"jfrf 


P.O.  Box  I  18G 
Valley  View  Lane 
Bethlehem.  NH  03574 
Innkeepers: 

Judi<&  Grace 

603-869-3978 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 


Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights  by  a 
crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy  on  100 
secluded  acres.  Charming  guest  rooms, 
gracious  common  areas,  hot  tub.  Canoeing, 
hiking,  antiquing,  golf,  and  tennis  nearby. 
Make  this  a  summer  to  remember. 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for 
you,  why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not 
a  required  formula;  GWM,  GWF 
are  not  necessary.  GM  or  GF  or  LF 
would  do  as  well. _ (C) 

PERSONALS _ 

STEVE  FROM  JAMAICA  PLAIN 
WEARING  “ARUBA”  T-SHIRT 

You  left  me  at  sporters  July  5  and  you 
took  my  heart.  I'll  be  looking  for  you 
L.D.  weekend.  Please  call  or  leave 
message  212-580-2884,  Ted. _ (9) 

HAPPY  B‘DAY  QUERIDA 

Eu  te  amo  je’taime 
I  love  you  always! 
_ (3) 

Gadfly. ..To  dance  the  night  away  with 
Lesbian  34,  who  respects  brains, 
humor,  success,  fun,  beauty,  &  multiple 
orgasms. _ (4) 

Are  you  a  LF  needing  a  ride  to  MWMF? 
Willing  to  give  ride  in  exchange  for  a 
share  of  gas  expenses  and  some  driv¬ 
ing.  Northern  CT  area.  Call  683-2958 
after  3.  Ask  for  Cheryl,* _ (3) 

Kind,  LF,  41,  attractive,  intelligent, 
reliable,  busy  prof,  nonsmoker,  seeks 
another  who  has  good  sense  of  humor, 
good  sense  of  herself,  good  sense  and 
sensitivity.  Box  114. _ (12) 

SATIATED  W /  SUPERFICIALITY? 
Inter  in  the  process  of  Perspective 
rather  than  Age?  Analytic-minded  LF  22 
(enjoys  writing,  apprec  playfulness)  is 
sking  balanced  diet  of  spiritual  ex¬ 
change,  mental  challenge,  physical 
warmth.  Am  egar  to  meet  sensitive, in- 
tell  LF  w/similar  needs  for  creative 
relat.  Write  Box  113. _ (4) 

LF,  30,  sks  cute,  warm,  vy  bright,  down- 
to-earth,  prof,  whlsme  &  stable  for 
frdshp,  chnge  of  pace  and/or  whtvr 
dvlps.  Mst  hv  hmr  &  dpth.  Is  this  too 
much  too  ask?  Box  107. _ (3) 

ADOPT  TOPAZ! 

Sweet  middle-aged  fixed  female  cat 
needs  new  home-1  am  moving  to  San 
Diego.  Call  Steve  afternoons,  or  even- 
ings  at  367-8247. _ (3) 

NEW  YORK  —  1958 
Were  you  one  of  four  women  living  in 
the  Village  in  1958-1959?  You  took  in  a 
runaway;  a  mute  9  year  old  girl  who 
then  lived  with  you  for  two  years.  The 
juvenille  detention  beasts  separated  us 
but  the  memory  is  strong  of  the  best 
child  years  a  dyke-child,  could  have 
had.  If  you  are  out  there,  or  if  you  were  a 
neighbor  and  know  details  from  my 
youth. ..please  write  with  whatever  info 
you  have;  I  am  especially  seeking  the 
"real”  names  of  these  women  who  had 
nicknames  like,  “Smoky”.  Write  Box 
_ (8) 

HONEST  WOMAN  &  ROMANTICS 
Agressive  LF  50,  seeks  gentle  woman 
into  basics  not  $,  love  &  not  games, 
love  animals,  sports,  quiet  walks  &  din¬ 
ners,  music  &  seeks  monagmous  rela¬ 
tionship.  S.  Shore  &  car  a  must.  Box 
105. _ (4) 

GARTH 

Kathy  is  still  in  Chapel  hill  and  urgently 
needs  to  make  contact  with  you.  Plz 
write  RT  1  Box  503  Pittsboro,  NC  27312. 
(14.8) _ 

WE'RE  LOOKING  FOR  YOU! 

Want  to  meet  some  new  people?  Be 
part  of  the  excitement  of  seeing  a 
newspaper  put  together?  Come  to  GCN 
on  Thursday  night  and  help  layout  the 
pages.  Fun,  food  and  friendly  folk. 
Anytime  6pm  to  midnight.  For  details 
call  Ina  at  426-4469. _ (C) 

SWEETEST  TABOO 
Tall  Blk  lesbian  36,  Pisces,  seeks  to 
meet  special,  sweet,  romantic,  good 
sense  of  humor  dyke  into  holistic  arts 
affection.  Sweet  hugs,  the  joy  of  all  life 
has  to  give.  Poss  long  term  relation- 
ship.  Box  92. _ (3) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

If  I  could  see  all  the  way  around  the 
world. ..if  I  could  know  all  there  was  to 
know,  I  would  still  choose  to  be  in  your 
life,  and  have  you  in  mine.  You  are  rare 
among  women  and  unique  in  my  heart ! 

_ _ (?) 

VERY  MASCULINE— NON  TYPICAL 
GWM  27  professional  background, 
good  looking,  in  good  shape,  honest, 
gentle,  very  mature,  likes  sports,  books, 
jazz,  running,  not  into  gay  scene,  seeks 
similar  (27-32).  Write  today-Be  radically 
honest,  Box  1345.  Boston,  02117.TKS. 
_ (4) 

GWM  25,  lonely,  husky,  handsome,  sks 
dependable  buddy  who  needs  hugs  and 
loyalty,  devotion  &  companionship. 
Call:  Mike  1-774-1254  or  write  Mike  PO 
Box414Topsfield,MA  01983.  OK?  (4) 

GWM  NIGHT  SHIFT  WORKER 
Medical  prof  would  enjoy  meeting  other 
men  particularity  those  involved  in 
similar  shift  work  situations.  Physically 
I  am  5'9",  140  lbs.  39  yrs  old,  others  con¬ 
sider  me  to  be  attractive.  Have  wide  in¬ 
terests.  Object:  looking  to  end  single 
status.  Box  109. _ (4) 

Cute.  22  yr  old  WLF  Energetic,  fun.  and 
outgoing.  Tired  of  flings  and  "crusing". 

If  you  want  an  intelligent  woman  with 
whom  to  run,  dine  out,  go  dancing, 
discuss  literature,  enjoy  early  morning 
sunrises  or  ??,  Please  write  Box  108  (3) 


PERSONALS 


SEEKER  SEEKS  SAME 

I  am  in  my  40's,  an  impish-at-times  les¬ 
bian,  energetic,  intelligent,  attractive, 
with  a  good  sense  of  humor  and  a 
twinkle  in  my  eye.  seeking  a  fullness  in 
my  life  I  haven’t  yet  had.  If  self¬ 
exploration  is  important  to  you  and 
you're  a  nonsmoker,  and  you're 
curious,  reply  to  Box  110.  (3) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LESBIAN  INCEST  GROUP 

On-going  therapy  group  sks  new 
members  for  Sept.  Asks  12  wk  committ¬ 
ment.  Tues  7-8:30  pm,  Harv  Sq. 
Facilitated  by  exp  therapist.  Call  Gloria 
Melnitsky,  LICSW  at  354-6259  for  info. 

_ (f) 

ORIGINAL  BAND  FORMING 

Social,  emotional,  political  avante 
garde  slant/dance  band  w/gay  spirited 
edge.  Inf:  P.  Smith,  Morrison,  Glass, 
Bowie,  Cult,  Burroughs,  Dk's,  Smiths, 
Bush.  Vocalist/lyracist  looking  to  col¬ 
laborate  w/composer/guitarist-key 
boardist,  drummer,  percussionist, 
Bassist,  B.U.  vocalists,  etc.  Jim 
267-1019. _ (3) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

FLYING  FINGERS  AKA  DATA  ENTRY 
If  you  have  some  time  to  do  data  entry 
for  GCN,  particularily  during  the  day, 
we  have  a  simple  project  that  needs  the 
“special  attention”  only  data  entry  peo¬ 
ple  can  give.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 

ATTENTION  ART  WORLD 
GCN  is  in  a  sticky  situation  because 
we  goofed  and  bought  10  pounds  of  a 
type  of  wax  that  we  cannot  use.  Retail 
price  is  $36.00.  We  would  like  $20.00, 
but  will  sell  for  best  offer.  Call  Ina, 
426-4469. _ (C)) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  is  looking  for  a 
volunteer  to  write  news  notes.  News 
writig  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Stephanie  or 
Marcos  at  426-4469  for  more  info.  (C) 

PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF,  CA 
94114. _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs'  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 
National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
M  A  02143. _ (EX) 

"WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics," 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (EX) 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $  1 5/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


FOR  SALE 


HOUSE  FOR  SALE 

Dorchester,  Melville  Pk.  4500  sq  ft,  5 
bedrooms.  Large  house.  10  x  10  deck. 
Near  T.  Good  neighborhood.  By  owner, 
288-5882. _ (3) 

BAR 

Home-made,  polyurethane  top,  corner 
bar-stand  up  style.  Assembly  required, 
all  pieces  supplied.  Best  offer  over  $50. 
321-4254,  leave  message. _ (5) 

1979  SAAB  900 

Automatic,  great  cond,  recent 
transmission,  starter.  New  front 
brakes,  exhaust.  4  door  hatchback, 
green  velour  interior,  white  exterior. 
$2,800  or  best  offer.  522-6813.  (14.1) 

LUV 

1981  CHEVY  LUV  PICK-UP  TRUCK 
W/ALUM  CAMPER.  62,000  miles,  good 
cond,  new  tires.  $2900.  Call  Claire, 
522-5529  (weekends,  nts  or  leave 
message);  893-4682  Weekdays. _ (4) 


HELP  WANTED 

BASS  PLAYER  WANTED 

Amelia  &  Jennifer  estab  duo 

Seek  backup  Bass  player 

Music  is  orig  accoustic  -  elec 

Gig  reg  hard  worker.  Call  625-4474.  (5) 

SECRETARY/OFFICE  COORDINATOR 
Part-time,  20  hrs.  Salary:  $120  + 
limited  benefits.  Office  and  com¬ 
munication  skills,  sensitive  to  issues  of 
AIDS.  Some  eves  possible.  Send  letter 
and  resume  by  August  11  to:  Director, 
Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS,  P.O.  Box 
2297,  Providence,  Rl  02905.  EOE/AA.  (4) 

ADVOCATE/COUNSELOR 
Anti-poverty  agency  has  immediate 
opening  for  ADVOCATE/COUNSELOR 
to  provide  information,  referral,  in¬ 
dividual  and  broad  based  advocacy  to 
low-income  people  on  housing  and 
welfare  issues.  Skills  in  short-term 
crisis  counseling  helpful.  $14,000  + 
benefits.  Resumes  by  7/31/86  to  Tri- 
CAP,  22  Mountain  Avenue,  Malden,  MA 
02148.  An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
_ (3) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
STONEWALL  UNION 
Stonewall  Union,  a  nationally  recogniz¬ 
ed  Lesbian/Gay  rights  organization  in 
Columbus,  Ohio  is  seeking  a  fulltime 
professional  executive  director. 
Responsibilities  include:  Office 
management;  community,  media  and 
legislative  relations;  budgeting/fiscal 
affairs;  program/policy  development 
and  implementation;  volunteer  coor¬ 
dination;  membership  development; 
fundraising. 

Qualifications:  A  bachelor’s  degree; 
two  years’  experience  in  a  non-profit 
organization  preferred;  one  year  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  working  with  Gay/Lesbian 
rights  in  either  a  paid  or  volunteer 
capacity  required. 

Send  resume,  three  references, 
nominations  or  requests  for  informa¬ 
tion  to:  Stonewall  Union  Search  Com¬ 
mittee,  P.  O.  Box  8355,  Columbus,  Ohio 
43201.  Telephone  (614)  299-7764. 
Deadline  is  September  1,  1986 
postmark. _ (3) 

PART  TIME 

RECEPTIONIST/ASSISTANT 

for  growing  chiropractic  office  in 
Watertown  Sq.  Enthusiasm  for 
chiropractic  and  general  office  skills 
required.  Will  train.  Circle  Chiropractic 
Health  Network.  923-2225. _ (4) 

GOVERNMENT  JOBS  $16,040 
-$59,230/yr.  Now  hiring.  Call 
1-805-687-6000,  xt.  R1437  for  current 
federal  list. _ (3) 

PRINTERS  NEEDED-WOBURN 
Small  print  shop  needs  offset  printers. 
Full  and  part  time  positions  avail.  Exc 
benefits.  Call  935-0101. _ (Vi 4.3) 


HELP  WANTED 

JOBS:  ATTENDANT  CARE 

Two  day  shift  per  week  needed  Come 
to  Michigan  with  me  (the  Festival)  -  free 
admission,  transportation  and  salary  to 
work  1/3  of  the  time  away.  Attendant 
care  for  disabled  feminist  art  therapist. 
$70  clear  for  a  $24  hr  shift,  $140  for  48 
hr  shift.  Must  have  driver's  license,  be 
able  to  lift  110  lbs.,  be  a  light  sleeper, 
be  responsible  and  able  to  follow  direc¬ 
tions.  Non-smoker  prefered.  Will  train.  I 
am  paralyzed  from  the  neck  down.  I 
need  attendants.  I  prefer  to  hire 
feminists  Most  women  who  work  for 
me  stay  an  average  of  one  to  two  years. 
This  means  that  I  need  to  fill  at  least 
two  or  three  positions  a  year.  I  need 
wimmin  now  and  will  need  more  wim- 
min  over  the  next  year.  I  need  wimmin 
who  will  be  my  body  and  help  me  do  my 
art,  accompany  me  on  speaking 
engagements,  write  for  me,  help  me 
draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me,  bathe, 
dress  and  toilet  me,  all  under  my  direc¬ 
tion. If  you’re  interested  in  learning  new 
skills,  please  call  Connie  Panzarino  at 
524-0921. _ (3) 


TRAVEL _ 

VANCOUVER  -  CANADA  -  EXPO  ’86 
CHARTER  CRUISES 

Sail  away  aboard  your  own  crewed 
charter  sailboat.  Exclusive  reservations 
available  for  lesbian  women  and  gay 
men,  their  families  and  friends  aboard 
a  luxury  crusing  sloop.  Minimum  half 
day  cruises.  For  reservations  and 
details  call  (604)  228-8046,  263-5645, 
290-2868.  Mastercard  -  Visa  Accepted. 

_ (VI  4.5) 


HELP  WANTED 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CENTER 

POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 
FT.  Admin.  Asst.50%  Research  Admin. 
Includes  typing,  word  processing 
transcription,  data  management, 
cataloging  sera  and  some  general  of¬ 
fice  duties.  $15,000  +  benefits. 

P.T.  BILLING  CLERK  25  hours/wk 
$7.17  per  hour  to  process  3rd  party 
payments  Data  compilation  and  entry 
skills  essential. 

PHONE  CALLS  WELCOME  Contact 
Gail  at  267-7573  or  send  resume  by  7/31 
to:  FCHC,  16  Haviland  St,  Boston.  MA 
02115.  EOE/AA  EMPLOYER _ (3^ 


POSITION  WANTED 

PUBLICATIONS,  PROMOTIONS, 

SPECIAL  EVENTS,  ADVERTISING 

GCN's  promo  homo  has  to  tottle  along, 
jobwise.  I  would  be  happiest  in  jobs  In 
the  general  categories  above,  but  new 
adventures  welcome.  Have  many  skills 
to  offer  and  much  initiative  to  carry  out 
projects.  Best  at  organizing,  both  peo¬ 
ple  and  events.  Need  a  “progressive 
place”  to  be  my  dyke  self  or  willing  to 
train  (employers!).  Call  please,  with 
leads  and  ideas.  Catherine  at  426-4469. 

_ (C) 

EXPERIENCED  SECY  AVAILABLE 
If  your  sec'y  is  going  on  vacation  &  you 
need  competent  temporary  office 
assistance,  I  am  available  June-Sept. 
Many  years  of  office  work:  medical, 
legal  &  other.  I  currently  do  the  outside 
typesetting  for  GCN.  Call  Vicki, 
522-5529;  leave  message. _ (50) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


ALL  FARES  ROUND  TRIP 


London 

$398 

Lima 

$659 

Brussels 

$396 

Montreal 

$79 

Tokyo 

$759 

Key  West 

$268 

Hong  Kong 

$859 

Los  Angeles 

$258 

Toronto 

$123 

Seattle 

$258 

San  Francisco 

$258 

Rio 

$715 

Miami 

$178 

Nairobi 

$1111 

Mexico  City 

$368 

San  Juan 

$283 

Montreal 

Weekend 

2  Nights 
& 

r/t  airfare 

$149 


Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid 
No  phone  ads  accepted 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


STATE, 


APT.. 

ZIP 


PHONE  C 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 

Head 
Lines 


Head 

Lines 


Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


or  part  thereof: 


Business 

_  X 

2.00 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

Business 

7.00 

Non-Business 

5.00 

Business 

.  X 

.75 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

TOTAL 

Display (Boxed)Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  paymer.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY  =  _ 

Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  =  _ 

Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  =  _ 

Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  =  _ 


I 

rfl 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
tnat  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call-in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

LF,  30  sks  reasonable  person,  30  +  to 
share  Ig  Som  apt.  Available  9/1.  Wk  to 
Red  line.  $375,  inc.  No  pets-no  process. 
629-2655.  Lv  message. _ (3) 

LF  33  sks  same  for  2br  in  2  family  Bel¬ 
mont  house.  Hdwd  firs,  porches,  nat 
wdwk.  Non  smkr.  $440  +  utils.  Avail 
9/1 . 437-9094  leave  message. _ (3) 

Sking  2  nonsmoking  Ls  25+  who  like 
cats  to  share  Som  apt  nr  Inman  Sq. 
$233  +  .  Avail  Sept  1st.  Call  Clare  (617) 
492-7653. _ (3) 

IN  THE  COUNTRY 

L38,  seeks  nonsmoking  L  to  share  far¬ 
mhouse  with  me  and  part-time 
daughter  age  6.  $275  includes  heat,  util, 
w/d,  yard,  more.  Some  barter  possible. 
50  mi  west  of  Boston:  Commute  to 
Southern  NH,  495,  Lowell,  Worcester, 
western  MA.  386-7737. _ (3) 

2LF  sk  LF,  warm,  respons.,  friendly,  to 
shr  house  in  Newtonville.  Beaut,  yard, 
porch,  frpl,  cat.  $200  +  util  plus  last 
mo’s  rent.  Avail  Aug  1st.  Call  Jackie  or 
Irene  965-0648. _ (3) 

2  LFs  in  JP  seek  3rd  for  great  apt  avail 
Aug  15.  No  smoke  or  cats,  yes  neat  & 
resp.  Home  feeling-nice  ,  W/D.  Call 
522-2921  by  10:30. _ (3) 

Seek  LF  as  temp  roommate  (may 
become  permanent)  to  share  turn  2 
bdrm  in  Boston.  Safe  neighborhood, 
near  T,  parking  avail,  laundry,  pool, 
garden.  Must  be  neat/resp.  No  smokers. 
Avail  Aug  1.  $350/mo  includes  heat. 
536.0147. _ (3) 

North  Cambridge:  Semi-coop  house  of 
BiBF,  GWM  S  SWM  seek  F-responsible, 
fun-loving  &  progressive.  We  enjoy  art, 
conversation,  exercising  &  cilantro.  No 
cigs,  or  pets.  Prefer  25  +  .  Call  354-2697. 

_ (3) 

2  LF’s  seek  2  more  to  share  great 
Camb.  house.  Close  to  Porter  Sq  T, 
friendly,  semi-coop.  No  smokers,  no 
heavy  drugs  or  ale.,  no  more  cats  (have 

1  cat).  $250  +  .  491-4005  or  776-7034 

Avail  mid  Aug  or  Sept  1.  _ (3) 

GM  SF  2cats  sk  rel  housemate  for  Ig, 
warm,  friendly,  coop  apt  in  Central  Sq. 
$193/mo  plus  sec  dep  &  1st  mo  +elec. 
Aug  1st.  Htincl.  497-6323. _ (3) 

Stoneham:  Prof  LF  38  +  dog  sks  no- 
smok  LF  to  share  2  BR/2BA  spac  mod 
sun  apt  w/pool,  pkng.  Conv  to  195-93-Rt 
28.  $385+  util.  438-8661.  Avail  now.  (3) 

LF  couple  seeks  LF  to  share  apt  in  Med¬ 
ford  near  Tufts  &  T.  Washer/dryer,  d  +  d, 
w-w,  yard.  Resp,  neat  nonsmoking 
adult.  Have  small  dog.  Sorry,  no  more 
pets.  $350  incl  +  1  month  sec.  Avail 
now.  391-41 10  After  6:30. _ (3) 

COOP  OR  GROUP  HOUSE 
GM  couple,  20's  sks  to  enter/estab. 
friendly  G/L/mixed  household  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  aea.  We're  nonsmoking,  neat, 
responsible,  quiet,  politic  aware, 
classical  music  fans.  Need:  to  move 
Sept  1,  parking  for  1,  rent  $520  or  less 
incl  ht.  Call  Dan,  426-4469  days;  or  Todd 
or  Dan,  731  -9760  eves. _ (C) 

BROOKLINE  HOUSE-- 
Mixed  (M-F,  S-G,  30s-50s)--seeks  5th 
longterm  member:  responsible,  quiet, 
help  with  remodeling  a  plus.  No  TV. 
Near  D  line.  About  $350/mo  Incl  food. 
731-4104. _ (3) 

LEXINGTON 

Open  minded,  warm  female  30 +  ,  Prof, 
to  share  3  bdrm  cape  house.  No  pets, 
cigs.  Fpl,  yard  avail  now.  $333+.  Call 
Karen  or  Terry  861-7234. _ (2) 

2-LFs  seek  3-4  more  (28  + )  to  fill  our  JP 
home.  Semi-veg,  spiritual,  fun,  political 
coop.  Couples  ok.  No  more  pets  or  cigs. 
Near  T.  $200-250  +  Nan  524-8028  eves 
or  262-3740  days. _ (3) 

ROOMEZE 

Roommate  Referral  Service 
Serving  The  Gay  Community 
3  Month  Listing  $15 
NEW  OWNER— CALL  TODAY! 

783-9004 

_ (VI  4.4) 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 

2  LF  seek  3rd  30  +  LF  for  rm.  avail,  in  5 

rm.  J.P.  apt  w/porch.  Close  to  Pond.  Ar¬ 
boretum.  Orange  &  Green  line.  $192.00 
incl.  heat  but  not  utilities  Independent 
but  friendly  household  Non-smoker 
preferred;  no  pets.  Safe,  neighborhod; 
on  street  parking  Available  August  15, 
Call  Barbara  or  Rochelle  524-0754  (2) 

LF  seeks  same  for  2  bdrm  apt  In 
Malden.  (Oak  Grove  T  stop  Is  close.)  Eat 
In  kitchen,  washer,  dryer  hook  up. 
$225/month  plus  utilities.  Call  Eileen 
321-2724  Eves,  451-0894  days. _ (3) 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

WHY  LIVE  IN  CITY? 

When  you  could  live  near  sea.  $380/mo 
two  bedroom  2nd  fir  house  on  Revere 
beach.  GPW  looking  for  same  to  share 
great  apart.  Must  see!  W/din  br;  back 
porch;  yard,  and  beach  across  street. 
Call  Cheryl  289-8721.  It’s  worth  the 
t[i£ _  (3) 

Single  female  seeks  to  share  unique 
house  on  South  Shore  w/couple  &  one 
single.  Privacy  &  Ponds.  No  drugs. 
$350/per  +  heat.  House  has 

everything!  jacuuzi,  garden. ..Call  now. 
331-3962  or  925-0946.  Iv  ms. _ (3) 

2  Bi  F  seek  1  not  very  straight  F  to 
share  3bd  Central  Sq,  semi-coop,  sun¬ 
ny,  political  home.  $288  +  ,  Aug  15 .  Call 
423-0650  (d)  492-6890  (e). _ (3) 

L  looking  for  L  to  share  2  Bdrm  Cam¬ 
bridge  apt  near  Inman  Sq.  I  like  a  friend¬ 
ly,  relaxed  home,  prefer  no  drugs  or  ale. 
Lv  msg  524-0921. _ (3) 

ROOM  AVAILABLE 

Sunny  room  in  Victorian  house.  10 
minute  walk  to  Ashmont  T.  Pleasant 
Green  Street.  Share  k&b  with  3  LFs. 
$300/mo  incl  utilities.  No  pets. 
288-3137.  (3) 

2  LF+  1  BiF  seek  2  for  large  Allston 
house  w/yard,  porch,  cat.  No  dogs  or 
smokers.  $170  avail.  Sept  1.  782-0599 
Do  you  love  food? _ (4) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

ANY  IDEAS? 

2  LFs  seek  empty  apt  or  space  with 
others  in  2,  3,  or  4  BR  apt  ideally  in 
Camb'prt  or  Ctr.  Sq.  We're  flexible  veg¬ 
gies,  cooperative.  Pis  call  with  any 
leads:  629-2057  evenings. _ (4) 

S  SHORE  RENTAL 

Prof  LF  couple  w/small  dog  (refs  avail) 
seek  1  or  2BR  rental  (approx  $500  by  9/1 
or  10/1  in  Weymouth,  Rockland, 
Hingham,  Hull  or  nearby  area.  Leave 
message  at  759-6030. _ (4) 

HELP! 

Professional  LF  couple  both  working  in 
Boston  sep-Dec  desperately  seeking 
housing  near  T.  Non  smokers;  like 
dogs,  cats  and  humans.  Call  collect 
(919)477-1621  eve.  (Durham,  NC).  Y'all 
call  now,  hear! _ (3) 

NEEDS  NOW 

LF-easygoing,  open  minded,  chem/Alc 
free,  ready  to  quit  cigs  (considerate), 
prof.,  neat,  sks  own  bdrm  w/1-3  other  Fs 
in  Back  Bay,  Camb,  Allston,  anywhere 
nice,  sunny  and  spacious.  Max  $350  in¬ 
cl  utils.  Never  have  been  on  the  East 
coast,  will  be  working  in  Bos  til  Dec  21. 
Call  Lisa  at  338-6035  (w).  Please  be 
discreet. _ (4) 

Prof  L  20's  sks  apt/rmmte  situ  for  9/1. 
Allergic  to  cats  +  smoke.  Must  be  near 
T.  Up  to  $450  incl  util.  Call  eves 
666-8681.  (3) 

COUPLE  NEEDS  A  HOME 
GM  couple,  (both  23)  seeks  friendly 
housing  situation  in  Bos  or  Camb. 
We're  neat,  responsible,  non-smoking, 
politically  aware,  quiet.  We  will  look  for 
apt  with  compatible  person(s)  or  enter 
existing  houshold.  Need  rent  $525  or 
less  incl  heat,  parking,  move  by  Sept  1. 
Call  Dan  426-4459  days,  Todd  or  Dan 
731 -9760  eves. _ (C) 

RESORTS _ 

KEY  WEST  SPLENDOR 
SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 

"Tropicaly  perfect  -  Perfectly  tropical" 
(The  Gay  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure:  Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  FI  33040.  (305)  296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ (14.13) 

CHECK'ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg, 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  'round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P'town,  MA  02657. _ tyr) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  VT's  Green  Mts. 
offers  special  summer  weekly  rates 
now  through  Aug.  15.  7  days  for  21 
breakfast  $200.  Horseback  riding, 
canoeing,  skinny  dipping  Reserve  ear- 
ly.  (802)  533-7772.  (V14.7) 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  Try  Us!  You’ll  Like 
Us!  Bed-and-Breakfast  In  pvt.  gay- 
lesbian  homes.  Details:  BayHosts,  1155 
Bosworth,  94131  415-334-7262.  (5) 


Gay  Community  News,  July  27-August  2,  1986, 

APARTMENTS 


House  for  rent:  6  Rm.  ranch,  Andover.  2 
bdrm.  No  pets/util.  $995. 687-0025.  (3) 

P-TOWN  CONDO 

1  BR,  all  major  appliances;  walk  to 
boat-slip;  deposit  and  references, 
$550/wk-days;  $300/wk-ends;  $700  wk. 
963-2509,  7-8  PM. _ (3) 

MEDFORD  NR  TUFTS 
8  rms  on  2  firs.  4  bdrm,  yard,  porch, 
Fridge,  garage,  w/d,  nr  Harv  and  dwtn 
bys  in  vy  quiet,  tree-y  ngbhd;  $900/mon 
incl  gas,  elect,  not  heat,  avail  now.  Call 
391-2083  &  Ivms. _ (4) 

SOUTH— SHORE  CONDOMINIUM 
Enjoy  living  in  2bdrm  1  bath  liv  rm  w/eat 
in-kit  on  a  quiet  side  street  off  Rt  3A  In 
Weymouth.  Breathtaking  view  of 
sunrise  over  Weymouth  Back  River: 
Beach  and  park  with  splendid  view  of 
Harbor  just  a  short  walk.  Barbecue  on 
your  back  porch.  $800  +  ele.  331-1107 
Rebecca.  Available  now! _ (4) 

SOMERVILLE 

Newly  renov.  1  br,  hrdwd  firs,  plenty  of 
prkg,  nr  Davis  Sq.  $600  +  heat. 
776-9265. _ (3) 

P-TOWN  WATERFRONT 
ON  BEACH  in  quiet  West  End,  hear  the 
waves  and  seagulls:  newly  renovated 
1-bedroom  apt  w/garden,  deck,  laundry; 
sleeps  up  to  6. 1  week  min.  $650.  Phone 
(617)  487-2771  or  262-7396. _ (V4.4) 

SUMMER  RENTAL 
LAKESHORE  PRIVACE-  MAINE 
Secluded  seductive  cabin-3  bedrooms, 
stone  fireplace,  loons  at  night.  June 
-Sept.  S  Roberts.  (212)  597-6646.  (14.5) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

JP  2  BDRM.  $550  +  .  Near  T,  O-Line. 
New  paint,  hardwood  floors,  avail  now. 
Call  524-7390. _ (3) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Cal  1-805-687-6000  Ext. 
H-1437  for  current  repo  list. _ (3) 

Dorchester:  first  fir  6rm  2bdrm  remodel¬ 
ed,  new  furnace,  kitch,  bath,  firs  sand¬ 
ed  bk  proch,  secure,  well  maintained, 
owner  occ,  $475  mo  no  util.  282-1196 
eve. _ (8) 

Jp-  Arboretum  area  2bdrms,  hdwd  fl, 
sunny,  owner  occ  3  decker,  insulated, 
quiet  st,  garden,  nr  T.  No  pets,  522-0345. 
$700.  Lv  message,  avail  Sept  1 . _ (3) 

GCN  SPECIALS 

DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
021 11.  Thanks! _ ’ _ (c) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 
Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  & 
glory  &  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  O.K. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _ _Jc) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. 
_ (c) 


RIDE  WANTED 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

J1) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU//25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

- L!> 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

J 1) 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321  7037  or  322  7373  Pat 
_ _ _ (VI  4.6) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
■'16  years  of  quality  service”* 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
"‘Call  661-0550  Anytime”” 
_ (V14.5) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS- 
'  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
>  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
-  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


(Madness  Network  News,  a  jourl 
Inal  of  the  anti-psychiatry  move-L 
|  ment,  is  seeking  submissions  fori 
la  special  Women’s  Issue;  ar-| 
[tides,  graphics,  fiction,  etc.| 
[relating  to  women’s  experiences! 
[with  survival,  psychiatry,  and/or| 
[prisons.  Deadline  is  Oct.15.  Sam- 1 
[pie  copy  $1.  Write:  MNN,  Boxl 
1 884,  Berkeley  CA  94701 . 


[Black  female  would  like  to  corres-l 
[pond  with  females  or  males  for  pen-[ 
[pal  relation.  I  cannot  write  otherl 
[prisoners.  Sorry.  Marilyn  WALKER, [ 
[728779,  Box  8540  (241),  Pembroke] 
[Pines  FL  33024. _ 

]  Incarcerated  bisexual  woman  seeks  | 

[correspondence  with  anyone  in- 
[telligent  and  down  to  earth  with  a  lit- 
[tie  humor.  My  interests  include  out- 1 
| side  sports,  oral  sex,  threesomes  and] 
(long  relationships.  Mary  ALLEY,  Box| 
1 1 ,  Goochland  VA  23063. 


1 

I  am  the  only  ‘open’  transvestite  here.] 
Til  1981  I  was  allowed  to  wear] 
women’s  things.  After  the  1981  riot] 
that  all  stopped.  They  feel  that  | 
because  I  am  gay  that  I  am  not  “re- 1 
adjusted”  enough  to  society  to  be  let 
out.  Is  there  someone  out  there  that 
wants  to  get  to  know  me?  I  get  a  dime 
a  day  here  and  envelopes  are  26*  so 
please  send  SASE.  Thanks!  Merlin 
LONG,  201724,  Box  316,  Ft  Madison  | 
IA  52627. 

The  ACLU  has  decided  to  represent  I 
me  in  my  suit  to  get  GCN  in  here!  I 
When  you  can  please  place  this  ad  for  | 
me:  Indian  gay  looking  for  level- 1 
headed  people  to  correspond  with.  In- 1 
terests  include  reading,  writing! 
poetry  and  several  forms  of  medita¬ 
tion.  Charles  McCORKLE,  133442, 


SERVICES 

MAINE 

Ride  for  1  to  Ellsworth/Bangor  from 
Bost.  8/23  (or  22)  and  for  2nd  to 
Rockland  8/30  (or  29).  Return  for  2  to 
Bost.  9/1  Share  driving  &  cost. 

Loie  (D)  426-4469,  (n)  628-4382, 
547-2645. _ (C) 


RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 

Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longerl 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a| 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad-| 
diets  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Berni] 
Zisserson,  LICSW,  876-6995.  Insurance] 
accepted. _ (VI  4.3)  | 

RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$35 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 

ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1 151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for  | 
35  + ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (V13.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite  | 
140.  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (VI 4. 15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_  (VI  3.32)) 

"JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his  brain, 
Eddie  will  overdose,  and  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
becouse  you’re  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps,  64 
page  newsletter.  $20  sub/mbrshp. 
"Reality  Inc”.  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653. _ _ (?)  | 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (VI  4.35)  | 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI 423) 

CONCORD  MEN'S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi  sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533.  _ (V14.18) 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

wniHiiHHiiiiHiiiiiiiiiiitttifimtiHtmimraR] 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
{Alexander  Berkman  Prison  Memoirs  ot  an 
Anarchist). 

MilflHIMIII  WlfHttfWtWflHinUlniHnTTTiTli  I 

COME  ON  OVER!!! 

GCN  Prisoner  Project  and 
the  Prison  Book  Collective 
will  be  sending  out  books  to 
prisoners  on  Sun.  Aug  10 
from  (about)  5-9pm.  At  the 
Redbook  Store,  92  Green  St., 
Jamaica  Plain.  Call  Mike  if 
you’re  interested  (we  work  in 
the  COOL!  basement  and  the 
bookstore  itself  may  not  be 
open,  so  call  ahead  or  bring 
the  phone  no.  to  call  from 
nearby.  THANKS! 


North  American  TV/TS  Contact  Service 
is  offering  a  free  national  newsletter  for 
prisoner  TV/TSs.  Send  $2  (postage)  to 
NA  TV/TS,  801  E.  Harrison  St.,  Seattle 
WA  98102. 


|  CO  A  /  /  Til)  \  TOR  PRISONERS 
V/-.  H  SI  TTTT'.R:  Mostly  non-legal  into 
|  on  prison  conditions.  TRET  to  prisoners 
|  everywhere.  SS.  donation  requested  from 
1  non-prisoners.  II  e  ore  u  small  non-profit 
volunteer  group  and  tee  try  to  answer  cor¬ 
respondence  (eventually).  Sorry,  hat  we 
are  unahle  to  help  with  penpal  requests. 
]  (  oalilion  for  Prisoners  Rights,  PO  llo.s 
Pill.  Santa  l  e  NM  H7S04.  


Veteran  GCN  writer  seeks  help  to 
resettle.  Leads,  help  in  finding  radio, 

1  arts,  admin,  cable,  clerical, 
writing/editing,  or  other  job  and/or 
housing  needed  for  fall  86.  John  ZEH, 
184-601.  [Pris  Proj  Note:  John  is  In¬ 
deed  a  contributor  around  here. 

|  Please  help  him  If  you  can.) _ 

I  really  appreciate  the  reading 
material  you  sent.  I  am  hoping  there 
is  some  way  I  could  get  a  penpal  to 
talk  with,  but  if  not  that  is 
|  understandable.  But  thanks  for  the 
other  things.  Marcus  MOORE,  42707, 
Box  1568,  Hutchinson  KS  67504. 

Gay  male  would  like  to  meet  or  wish 
to  meet  sincere  openminded  person. 
Love  cooking,  the  beach  and 
weightlifting.  Thanks.  Dennis  JONES, 
394877,  Box  16.  Lovelady  TX  75851. 

I  Thanks  for  the  sample  copy  of  the 
paper.  I  hope  I  can  get  some  more! 
Please  put  my  name  in  your  paper  so  I 
can  find  someone  to  write  to.  John 
McMUNN,  39073,  Box  900,  Jefferson 
City  MO  65102. _ 

Butch  TV  38  seeking  true  TS  room¬ 
mate  that  is  kinky  and  perverted  and 
will  use  me  for  her  pleasures  when  I 
get  out  in  Sept.  86.  Please  contact 
Frank  G.  MacCUMBER,  84C1065,  Box 
B,  Dannemora  NY  12929. _ 

I’d  like  to  hear  from  gays,  TVs  and 
TSs.  Letters  with  photos  answered 
first.  Finest  DIXON,  396086  Wynne, 
Huntsville  TX  77349. _ 

I'm  NOT  looking  for  a  "mail  order 
lover”  just  someone  to  talk  with.  Not 
looking  for  money  or  packages  etc.  | 
tho’  SASEs  would  be  nice  on  occa¬ 
sion.  I  want  to  be  a  novelist  (and  like  I 
cherry  ice  cream,  if  that  tempts  you!)  | 
Tim  TUCKER,  096237,  Box  1500  (278), 
Cross  City  FL  32628. _ 

Black  man  interested  In  meeting  I 
friends.  All  sexual  preferences  prefer¬ 
red.  Very  freakish.  Love  lustful  letters.  | 
Kenneth  WALKER,  85A 4841,  Box618, 
135  State  St,  Auburn  NY  13024. 

Would  love  to  hear  from  femme  types.  I 
All  letters  answered.  Send  photo  If 
possible.  Kelvin  MIMS,  377162, | 
I  Wynne,  Huntsville  TX  77349. _ 

]  Petite,  blue-eyed  blond  seeking  cor- 

jrespondence  from  dominant,  well- 
|hung.  Black  slave-master.  I  like  sew- 1 
|ing,  knitting,  and  playing  chess.  Also 
[swimming,  cooking  and  keeping  a] 
neat  house.  Tommy  MALONEY,  10  j 
[Administration  Rd,  Bridgewater  MA| 
1 02324 


OIL€MDM* 


July  26 
to 

August  16 


26  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Pleasure  Palace  to 

benefit  the  Saints  Collective.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-1 1PM. 
Massage,  twister,  dance  &  food.  ASL  inter¬ 
preted,  accessible.  Info:  354-8807  or 
426-4469. 

Brookline  —  A  Night  at  IT,  plus  other  ex¬ 
perimental  films  of  social  satire.  Rear  Win¬ 
dow,  Brookline  Arts  Center,  86  Monmouth 
St.  8PM.  $4.  Info:  277-4618. 

27  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 

Brunch  at  Doyle’s.  Doyle’s  Cafe, 
Washington  St.  11AM. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  GALA  One  Year 
Anniversary  potluck  supper  celebration. 
6PM.  Info:  Katherine,  661-6896  or  David, 
497-6197. 

Somerville  —  Somerville/Medford  GALA 
Third  Anniversary  Party.  Stephen  James 
House,  Davenport  St.  6:30PM-12AM.  $5  in 
advance,  $6  at  door.  Info:  628-5875  or 
623-3786. 

Boston  —  Rock  Agianst  Sexism  Tea  Dance. 
1270  Club,  1270  Boylston  St,  6-10PM.  $2 
suggested  donation.  Info:  739-6566  jor 
437-1257. 

Ogunquit,  ME  —  Day  trip  with  Boston  In¬ 
tercollegiate  Lesbian  &  Gay  Alliance.  Car- 
pooling.  Info:  Paco, -353-1746. 

Boston  —  Semenya  McCord  in  concert.  The 
Hatch  Shell  on  the  Esplanade.  3-5PM.  Info: 
492-4748. 

29  tuesday 

Boston  —  “Mindbender,”  by  Kris  Hall. 
New  Ehrlich  Theater,  Boston  Center  for  the 
Arts,  539  Tremont  St.  8PM.  Through  Aug. 
24.  Info:  232-7762 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  Newsletter 
Stuffing  &  Social.  Wine  &  Cheese.  Info: 
Mark,  282-7750  or  Carol,  825-4463. 

Cambridge  —  Legacy,  a  social  group  for 
lesbian  &  gay  elders  and  their  friends. 
Cambridge  Committee  of  Elders,  15  Pearl 
St.  6-8PM.  Info:  725-4907. 

Boston  —  Berklee  gay  &  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tion  summer  meeting.  Rm  423,  1140 
Boylston  St.  7PM. 

Cambridge  —  Maedchen  in  Uniform  (1931 , 
Germany).  The  Brattle  Theater.  40  Brattle 
St.  Info:  876-4226. 

30  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Los  Jaivas,  Chilean  musical 
group,  benefit  performance  for  CASA. 
Kresge  Aud.,  MIT.  7:30PM.  Info: 
492-8699. 

Boston  —  “Self-Defense  and  Street 
Awareness’’  class  sponsored  by  Street- 
Safe.  Wed.  evenings  through  Aug.  20.  In¬ 
fo:  262-0060. 

31  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  study  break 
GAMIT  Lounge.  8-1 1  PM.  Info:  253-5440. 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

august  1  friday 

Boston  —  GCN's  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 


2  Saturday 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
of  J.P.  trip  to  Crane’s  Beach.  Carpooling 
from  Curtis  Hall,  Municipal  Bldg.  8:30AM. 
Info:  522-3894  or  522-6090. 

Cambridge  —  “Conference  Call,"  a  dance 
performance  by  Jeffrey  Pike,  a  pre-Gay 
Games  II  concert.  Cambridge  Multicultural 
Arts  Center,  41  2nd  St.,  one  block  from 
Lechmere  T-stop.  8PM.  $5.  Info: 
666-4282. 

Cambridge  —  Search  for  Housing/Room¬ 
mate  Support  Group.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  11:30AM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  “Family  of  Women:  Voices  from 
Nairobi,”  part  5.  Something  About  the 
Women.  WMFO  91.5FM.  11AM. 

Boston  —  BAGLY’s  6th  Anniversary  Party, 
for  those  22  and  under  &  their  guests.  3  Joy 
St.,  Beacon  Hill.  6-12PM.  $3.  Door  prizes. 
Info:  497-8282. 


3  Sunday 


note  this! 


Dorchester  —  GALA  monthly  potluck. 
7:30PM.  Bring  a  dish  or  beverage  to  share. 
Info:  288-8029  or  825-4463. 

Boston  —  Boston  Intercollegiate  Lesbian  & 
Gay  Alliance  steering  council.  7:30PM.  In¬ 
fo:  437-7399. 

Dorchester  —  Semenya  McCord  in  concert. 
The  Children’s  Zoo  at  Franklin  Park,  Blue 
Hill  Ave.  2-4PM.  Info:  492-4748. 


GCN’s  mailing  night,  Friday,  August  1 


4  monday 

Boston  —  GCN  membership  meeting  and 

potluck  supper.  All  volunteers  welcome  to 
critique  the  paper  and  plan  its  future.  167 
Tremont  St.,  near  Park  T-stop.  6PM.  Info: 
426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Battered  Women’s  Support 

Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
6:30-8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Boston  —  National  Assoc,  of  Social 
Workers  Lesbian/Gay  Task  Force  monthly 
meeting.  7:30PM.  Info:  NASW,  277-9635 
or  625-2609. 

5  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  Lesbian  Support 
Group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Big  Women’s  Water 
Aerobics.  YWCA,  7  Temple  St.  6:40PM. 
For  women  200  lbs  &  over.  $18/4wks.  In¬ 
fo:  491-6050. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nuns  Lesbian  Sup¬ 
port  Group.  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Mansfield  —  The  Smiths,  and  Phranc,  in 

concert.  Great  Woods.  7:30PM. 
$13.50-17.50.  Info:  523-6633. 


Semenya  McCord,  Saturday,  August  3 

6  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Al-Anon.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  6:30-8PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 

Boston  —  Hisoshima/Nagasaki  bombing 
anniversary:  public  speak-out.  The  Com¬ 
mon,  nr.  Park  St.  T-stop.  4:30-6PM.  Info: 
354-0008. 

7  thursday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-10PM. 
Info:  354-8807. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
neet  at  Doyle’s  Cafe  for  dinner. 
Washington  St.  6:30PM.  Info:  522-3894  or 
522-6090. 

Cambridge  —  Boston  NOW’S  Legislative 
Task  Force  meeting.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive, 
Central  Square.  7PM.  Info:  661-6015. 

8  friday 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Coffeehouse. 

Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
8-Midnight.  Info:  354-8807. 

10  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors 
monthly  potluck.  Jamaica  Pond,  ODT 
driveway.  3PM.  Newcomers  welcome.  In¬ 
fo:  522-3894  or  522-6090. 

11  monday 

Cambridge  —  Self-help  group  for  drug  ad¬ 
dicts.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  NOW’s  Economic  Equity 

Task  Force  meeting.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive. 
7PM. 

12  tuesday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  evening  of  ballet  under  the 
stars.  Esplanade,  by  the  pink  flamingo. 
7:30PM.  Bring  a  picnic  if  you  want. 

Cambridge  —  NOW’s  Reproductive  Rights 

Task  Force.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive.  7PM. 

13  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Fat  is  a  Feminist  Issue  sup¬ 
port  group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St.  7:30-9:30PM.  Info:  354-8807. 


16  Saturday 


Provincetown  —  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus’ 
Provincetown  Day  Trip:  day  at  the  Herring 
Cove  Beach,  evening  concert.  $3U. 
Everyone  welcome.  Info:  Richard, 
739-1991. 

Boston  —  Ionian  Society,  a  group  for  les¬ 
bian  &  gay  people  of  Greek  heritage,  trip  to 
local  Greek  Festival.  7PM.  New  members 
welcome.  Info:  625-3172. 


Blood,  a  new  comedy  by  Donald  S. 
Olson,  directed  by  David  Waggett.  With 
Todd  Michael  Lewis,  Susan  Jones  Mannino, 
Katherine  Shepard,  Fredda  Hardy  and  Hue 
Sabri.  Presented  by  Counterpane  Produc¬ 
tions.  At  the  Pearl  Theater,  New  York  City. 

Lon  Rasmussen  is  in  a  bind:  should 
he  play  daddy  to  roommate  Sarah’s  im¬ 
pending  baby,  or  make  up  with  lover 
Giancarlo?  Matters  are  further  complic¬ 
ated  by  the  arrival  first  of  his  mother, 
lesbian  actress  Charlotte  Scarlett,  who 
wants  to  reclaim  the  West  End  Avenue 
apartment  where  he  and  Sarah  are  liv¬ 
ing,  and  then  of  Charlotte’s  sister  Ruth, 
a  dispossessed  farmer  who  raised  Lon 
as  a  boy.  In  the  end,  Sarah  moves  out  to 
marry  her  child’s  biological  father,  and 
Giancarlo  and  Lon  are  reunited. 

Blood  exhibits  many  of  the  faults  of  a 
first  play,  including  excessive  plot  com¬ 
plications,  uneven  development  and  er¬ 
ratic  control  of  tone.  It  also  shows  pro¬ 
mise:  many  of  the  lines  meant  to  be  fun¬ 
ny  really  are,  and  a  few  scenes  show 
the  author  willing  to  dig  deeper  into 
what  his  characters  want.  The  most  in¬ 
teresting,  and  best  realized,  relation¬ 
ship  is  the  warm  but  painful  one  bet¬ 
ween  Sarah  and  Lon,  two  people  who 
love  each  other  in  some  important  way, 
but  seem  doomed  to  frustration  by  lack 
of  a  sexual  connection  between  them. 
Lon’s  obsession  with  Sarah’s  baby  and 
the  awakening  in  him  of  unexpected 
paternal  feelings  are  also  explored  with 
flashes  of  genuine  insight  and  humor. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  a  character 
Lon  never  seems  to  be  fully  or  con¬ 
sistently  defined,  and  the  scenes  bet¬ 
ween  him  and  Giancarlo  are  distress¬ 
ingly  sketchy  and  shallow,  i  never  un¬ 
derstood  what  had  drawn  these  two 
men  together  as  lovers  and  co-workers, 
and  so  never  felt  any  stake  in  their 
eventual  reunion.  This  failure  to  portray 
the  central  gay  relationship  with  any 
depth  —  a  failure  emphasized  by  acting 
inadequacies  —  gave  the  whole  play  a 
reactionary  cast  which  I  hope  was  un¬ 
intentional. 

Blood  was  given  a  simple  but  hand¬ 
some  showcase  production  by  a  new 
producing  unit,  Counterpane  Produc¬ 
tions,  and  featured  a  very  good,  honest 
performance  by  Susan  Jones  Mannino 
as  Sarah,  and  a  beautifully  timed  one 
by  Katharine  Shepard  as  the  Auntie 
Mame-ish  actress.  Whatever  the  short¬ 
comings  of  the  play,  it  was  a  pleasure 
to  see  it  presented  with  such  care. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 


OVA  Music  Studio 

London  now  has  a  woman-owned  recor¬ 
ding  studio  available  to  women  and 
girls  for  feminist  music  projects.  Write: 
OVA  Music  Studio,  Highgate  Newtown 
Community  Centre,  25  Bertram  Street, 
London  N19  5DQ. 


Relationship  Book 

International  contributions  sought  for 
lesbian  relationships  book:  all  issues, 
any  format,  including  tape  recordings. 
Write  Lyn  Marx,  P.O.  Box  410,  Peter¬ 
sham,  N.S.W.  2049,  Australia. 


Literary  Review 

Sphinx:  Women’s  International  Lit¬ 
erary  Review  (in  English)  seeks  submis¬ 
sions  of  poetry,  prose,  &  art.  Write: 
Carol  A.  Pratl,  175  Avenue  Ledru-Rollin, 
Paris  75011,  France. 

Playwriting  Contest 

Entries  sought  for  Meridian  Theater’s 
seventh  annual  Jane  Chambers 
Memorial  International  Gay  Playwriting 
Contest.  Deadline:  Oct  1, 1986.  For  con¬ 
test  rules,  send  SASE  to:  Meridian 
Theater  Playwrights  and  Directors 
Group,  P.O.  Box  294,  Villiage  Station, 
New  York,  NY  10014. 
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